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For all to know Christ  April 2010  

 

Easter Morning:  
Sunday, April 4 

Worship together and shout your 
"Alleluias!" 

8:30 and 11 am.  Easter Vigil: April 3 at 7 pm, 
join us for this ancient celebration 
that moves us from the darkness 
of the tomb to the first joy of 
Easter resurrection. We will begin 
our night with ancient traditions 
and end together with a fellowship 
gathering.  

Good Friday: April 2. Join 
us at 10 am for a 
worship experience 
designed especially 
for young children. 
Join us and invite 
your friends.  
At 7 pm, we will 
enter the darkness 

together with biblical readings and 
special musical presentations. 

Maundy Thursday:  
April 1 at 7 pm  
We will follow our Lord as we 
wash feet in worship and share the 
Communion feast 

Holy Week, the Triduum (the Three Days: Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, Easter Vigil) and the celebration of new life and resurrection on 
Easter morning are the focal point of the whole church year. The week 
starts with Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday, March 28. We hear two Gos-
pel stories this day: Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem and trial and 
death. Hearing these two stories in the same worship service makes the 
stark contrast of life and death, joy and sorry, very real for us. 
 
The Three Days unfold as a unified entity as the church passes together 
with Christ through death into life. We begin on Maundy Thursday, 
with Jesus giving a new command (mandatum) to “Love one another.” 
The altar is stripped at the end of this service just as Jesus’ body was 
stripped on the cross. We leave this place, but our worship continues on 
Friday as we mark the last hours and, ultimately, the death of Jesus. The 
Easter Vigil takes us the last bit of the journey through darkness into 
light. That light and life is celebrated in full on Easter morning, April 4. 
 
You are invited to make this week a special time for your family by 
participation in these worship experiences. Join us and the church 
around the world and throughout the centuries as we walk through 
death to life. “Goodness is stronger than evil; love is stronger than hate; 
light is stronger than darkness; life is stronger than death; victory is 
ours through God who loves us.” Goodness is Stronger than Evil, a 
hymn by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, ELW 721. 
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Daily Email Devotionals and 
Conversation 
Each day (Monday through Fri-
day), Pastor Jenn and Seth write 
a brief daily email devotional 
that is sent out via email. The 
scripture texts for these reflec-
tions are based on the daily lec-
tionary, designed to tie in to and 
build upon the readings from the 
Sundays. If you'd like to receive 
these and are not currently, 
please send an email to devo-
tions@allsaintspalatine.org. Re-
cently, we also added a conver-
sational component. You can 
also read the devotionals at http://
aslcdevotions.blogspot.com. Here, 
you can also leave comments 
either for the pastors or for other 
members and reflect back on 
what we've written. Join in the 
conversation and make the Bible 
a part of your daily life. 
 

Men's Breakfast 
Men of All Saints, come and join 
in fellowship and learning on Sat-
urday, April 17 at 8 am.  Tickets 
are only $2 and are available at 
the door or the Sunday prior.  Cof-
fee, breakfast, conversation, and 
fellowship. Join in the fun! 

All Saints Online Bible Study 
This group is for all of you want 
to study and discuss the Bible, but 
can't quite commit to regular at-
tendance at a Sunday morning or 
Thursday morning or Wednesday 
evening group. All Saints has 
been involved in an Online Bible 
Study since early January.  Cur-
rently, the group is walking 
through the beginning of Jesus' 
ministry in the Gospel of Luke 
(his baptism, temptation, and early 
rejection). Anybody can jump into 
the conversation at any time: to 
join, sign up for the group at 
http://bookoffaith.ning.com/
group/allsaintspalatine (yes, you'll 
have to sign up for an account 
there, but there are some really 
cool tools). Then, you will be able 
to read a brief update or comment 
a few times a week by Pastor Seth 
with a question or two to ponder. 
Then the participants pose their 
own questions or discuss things 
together. The best part: you can do 
Bible Study in your pajamas. If 
you have any questions, email 
pastorseth@allsaintspalatine.org 

Saints Alive! 
A monthly newsletter published by All Saints Lutheran Church 

630 S. Quentin Road, Palatine, Illinois 60067 
 

Telephone: 847-991-2080   Fax: 847-991-2082 
Email: office@allsaintspalatine.org  www.allsaintspalatine.org 

bookkeeper@allsaintspalatine.org 
 

Co-Pastors:    Jennifer Moland-Kovash 
      Seth Moland-Kovash 

    Newsletter —      
     Editor      Jennifer DeFranco 
     Email:      news@allsaintspalatine.org 

Thank you for 
helping make the 
Township Easter 
Basket Project a 
success!  We 

were able to 
provide baskets for 15 children 
and meals for 11 families.  We 
also want to thank our youth 
group for the wrapping of the bas-
kets!  Thank you all for your 
help  with this  important pro-
ject!    

Thank you From the Bottom of 
Our Hearts! 

 

Thank you for your support of the 
“Have a Heart” Baby Shower.  
PHD truly appreciates your gifts.  
This year you donated nearly 293 
items including formula, gift cer-
tificates, packages of baby food, 
packages of diapers, hand crafted 
blankets, hand made bibs, hand 
crafted sweaters and hats, onsies, 
pairs of socks, wash cloths and 
towels, plus much more.  All of 
your generous baby shower gifts 
help PHD provide layettes to their 
clients.  Again, thank you so much 
for your support.   
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Need flowers?   
 
This year Little Saints is 
selling flats of annuals for 
$10.80 a flat and hanging 
baskets for $13.00.  Not only 
will you be getting your 
flowers from a reputable grower from Michi-
gan, but you will be supporting Little Saints 
Preschool.  When you purchase flowers, 20% 
of your purchase will go toward Little 
Saints.  This money will help us to continue to 
provide a high level preschool in our 
neighborhood.   
 

If you have any questions please feel 
free to contact Kim Kuhlman at  
847-963-8128. 
Thank you in advance for 

your support.  

 Congregational  
Leaders and Staff 

Co-Pastors  
Jenn Moland-Kovash 
Seth Moland-Kovash 
Church Council  
Joe Quinn, President 
Jeff Witt, Vice President 
Mary Lofgren, Secretary 
George Buerger 
Troy DeFranco 
Gen Dunlop 
Katie Fedota 
Monika Fiedler 
Bill Friskics 
Lee Kingdon 
Jill Rusten 
Ray Winklelmann 
Financial Secretary:  
 Peggy Hollingsworth 
 Arlene Winkelmann 
George Hansen, Treasurer 
Staff  
Church Secretaries: 
 Bev Laseke, Vicky Schnackel 
Bookkeeper:   Sara Cole 
Music Director: Doug Williams 
Accompanist:  Karen Nedzel 
Nursery Attendant: Dorothy Borg 
Youth Ministers: 
 Linda and Kevin Kinsella 
 Karen Goodlow 
 Troy DeFranco 
Little Saints Christian  
Preschool  
Michelle Gutmann, Director 
Committees/Ministries  
Confirmation Coordinators:  
 Janet Lowe and Janie Mata 
Cradle Roll: Ruth Spasoff 
Learning: Ruth Spasoff 
Loving Hands: Nancy Oakford 
Memorials:  Rosemary Monsen  
Ministry Endowment Fund: 
 Mike Nedzel 
Mutual Ministry: Linda Foltz 
New Member Assimilator: 
 Diane Szuberla 
Outreach:   Jon Gray 
Personnel:  George Buerger 
Prayer Chain: Rosemary Monsen, 
Carol Marx 
Property: Jeff Fredericks, Bill Friskics 
Shepherding: Jon Gray 
Social Ministry: Cindy Parkin 
Stephen Ministry Leader(s):   
 Sandy Herweg 
Support Committee:  Dick Dunlop 
Sunday School Superintendents: 
Doug and Kim Kuhlman 
Worship/Altar Guild: Janet Lowe, 
 Janine Byrne 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
Beginning after Easter, keep your Lenten disciplines of 
prayer and study going. Beginning on Wednesday, April 
7, Kay Weir will once again be leading a midweek eve-
ning Bible study. The group will meet Wednesdays 
from 7-8:30. This time, the group will be focusing on 
the book of Romans and the cost of the resource book is 
$10. Sign-up sheet will be available at the Welcome 
Center in the Gathering Space. Talk with Kay Weir or either one of the 
pastors for more information. 

Order forms can be found on line at 
www.allsaintspalatine.org, in the nar-
thex, or by calling the church office. 
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Dozens gather to “bless this house,” 
video scrapbook posted to the web 

More than five dozen volunteers, friends and contractors gathered at 475 Dixon Street in Elgin 
March 6 for a house blessing and celebration of the completion of the seventh house built by the 
Spring of Life Habitat Partnership. A video version of the scrapbook presented to our homeowner 
partner, Erica Gavina, has been posted to the Partnership’s web site, www.springoflifehabitat.org. 

The house blessing was conducted by Pastor Seth Moland-Kovash with scripture readings by Project Planner, Larry Buett-
ner from Holy Family Catholic Church, and Project Manager, George Becker from All Saints. The entire group participated in the 
Litany of Dedication, with key readings by several volunteers, and a prayer of blessing for the house. 

Following the blessing, Larry presented Erica with a Bible and homeowner’s manual, and the Partnership’s Administrative 
Director, Lee Kingdon , presented her with a bound scrapbook of photos documenting the rehab of her new home. The celebration 
included special recognition for the core group of volunteers who were the backbone of the Dixon Street project as well as others 
who have made significant contributions to the Partnership. They included: All Saints members George Becker , Tom Germuska , 
and Dick and Lee Kingdon . Two contractors who attended, Instile Tile and Tom’s Remodeling Inc., were recognized and applauded 
for their contributions to the house. 

The event concluded with cake and coffee and an informal open house as volunteers who had worked on the project showed 
off their handiwork to friends and family. 

During the celebration it was announced that, after nearly two years of continuous building, the Partnership would take a 
short break. But before planning and work can begin on the Partnership’s eighth house (most likely another rehab) a new project 
manager is needed. The task requires about 25 hours per week and a general knowledge of home building and project management. 
Two volunteers could split the job and reduce the amount of time required from each person. Interested volunteers should call Lee 
Kingdon , 847-934-1171 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting             847-934-1171      end_of_the_skype_highlighting. Spring of Life 
has several experienced builders and many willing volunteers anxious to get started, she said, all we need is someone willing to pro-
vide them direction. 

-SOL- 

Presidents Corner 
 
Well, it has been another month and I haven’t been 
impeached, which is more than I can say for some 
Illinois Governors. Now, on to what has been going 
on in and around the church council. 
 
You may have noticed that all the members of council 

have been wearing their nametags (which are light blue) during church.  This will 
make it easier to find council members if you have any questions or concerns. All we 
need to do now is have everyone else in church actually wear their nametags...I’ll let 
you know how that one is going next month. 
 
During the annual meeting, the council was given the task of looking further into the 
health care benefits and compensation as they pertain to our music director. The sub-
committee that formed last month spent a great deal of time researching and debating 
this issue before submitting two proposals to council. I am happy to say they both 
passed. The first proposal was to keep the $5,000 insurance reimbursement policy that 
the council had previously passed. The second was to raise Doug William’s salary to 
an amount that more accurately reflects his increased responsibilities and the experi-
ence he brings to the position.  
 
We plan to have substantial progress within the next month from these sub-
committees:  year-round stewardship, attendance and treasurer replacement. 
 
Again, please feel free to come to any member of council with your questions, com-
ments or concerns. 
 
Thanks and God Bless You, 
Joe Quinn 

Homeless  
Journeys –  

A community  
Awareness 

Event 
Journeys from PADS to HOPE is 
organizing a community event 
designed to raise awareness of 
homelessness in our community 
and to provide a learning experi-
ence for high school youth. The 
April 30 and May 1 event includes 
a 4-mile walk, building of a card-
board city and a shelter sleep-in. 
All Saints and six other area 
PADS churches will host the sleep
-in for youth participating in this 
event. All Saints’ sleepover will 
be May 1. This is a wonderful op-
portunity for high school youth to 
get a glimpse of what our shelter 
guests experience on a daily basis.  
For more information, visit 
www.padstohope.org or see 
Monika Fiedler, PADS co-director 
at All Saints, 847-358-8757, fied-
ler4@sbcglobal.net. 
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Church Council 
Notes from 
March 2010 

 As always, check 
out the complete minutes of all the coun-
cil meetings at the Welcome Center in 
the Gathering Space at church.  But in 
the meantime, here are some highlights 
from the March council meeting:  

 The Springwell Presbyterian Church 
that uses our facility each Sunday after-
noon has requested putting a sign on the 
property.  The proposed sign would be 
53 inches by 76 inches and it is unclear 
where it would be located.  This conver-
sation is still ongoing with Springwell, 
but at this time the use of the panel on 
the ASLC sign continues to be offered.  

 Thrivent  is changing their “charitable 
giving” program for Thrivent mem-
bers.  Thrivent will now be allowing 
Thrivent members to designate a certain 
amount of Thrivent’s money to be do-
nated to Lutheran organizations, institu-
tions, or even congregations.  All Saints 
is applying so that ASLC will be on the 
list for any Thrivent member to choose as 
the recipient . 

 Concerns were raised at the Annual 
Congregational Meeting regarding the 
salary and health insurance benefits 
for our Director of Music Ministries, 
Doug Williams, and a task force was 
formed and has already met.  Two rec-
ommendations were made and both were 
passed by the council.  Many  factors 
went into the decisions, and the members 
of the task force would be happy to share 
some of these discussions with you, if 
interested.  The task force included: Lee 
Kingdon, Gen Dunlop, Monika Fiedler, 
Mary Lofgren, and Ray Winkelmann. 

 The task force on Year-round Steward-
ship is being organized now.  Bob 
Schneider and a group of interested peo-
ple will soon be meeting.  If you would 
like to be part of this group to address 
new programs and ideas for year-round 
stewardship, let Bob know – or tell any 
member of council. 

 If you have questions about any of the 
above topics – or any other topics – 
please contact any member of council.   

PADS season extended one week, —  

Volunteer Appreciation dinner set for May 7  

All Saints’ ministry to homeless persons in our community has 
been needed more this season than any time since we opened more than 
20 years age, and there is still a month until the shelter closes. In the 
first 24 weeks of the current season we have provided warm, secure 

shelter and nutritious food to 104 different 
men, women and children, more than the en-
tire 2008-2009 season. 

“Some of our guests have stayed with us only 
one night, others for just a few weeks and an-
other handful are here nearly every week,” 
said Co Site Director Tom Germuska . “But 
even though we have cared for an average of 
20 guests each night, I have been surprised 
that nearly every week there have been two or 

three ‘first timers.’” 

Although the regular PADS season will close at the end or 
April, the shelter at All Saints will be open one more week—on Sat., 
May 1 we will be host for participants in a Journeys from PADS to 
HOPE community awareness event. High school youth will be able to 
experience “homelessness” by staying in a shelter overnight, sleeping 
on a pad and eating meals typically served to PADS guests. (See sepa-
rate story on Youth page #.) 

The weekend event also includes a 6.5K walk on Saturday 
morning open to all and construction of a cardboard city. The activities 
also are fundraisers for Journeys; All Saints will contribute the first $20 
of the $100 in pledges expected from participants in the overnight ex-
perience and $10 of the $50 in pledges expected from participants in the 
walk. Contact either of the Site Directors,  Monika Fiedler 847-358-
0224  or Tom Germuska 847-934-1984 for ad-
ditional information. 

Invitations to the traditional end-of-the 
season PADS Volunteer Appreciation dinner 
will be mailed in early April. Everyone who 
helped in the shelter—shift and clean-up volun-
teers, Green Team, cooks and shoppers—is on 
the invitation list for the May 7 dinner. If you 
do not receive and invitation, contact Tom Germuska who will correct 
the oversight. 

The event begins with a reception at 5:30 p.m. followed by a catered 
dinner served at 6:30 p.m., brief remarks from a representative of Jour-
neys and the gala door-prize drawing. 
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Lives of the Saints 

 
Summer Camp 2010 
The time is coming to register your kids for lots of great summer camp 
opportunities. Brochures about all the great oppor-
tunities at Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center 
(LOMC) in Oregon, Illinois are available at the 
Welcome Center. You can find more at 
www.lomc.org as well as information about Camp 
Lutherdale in Delavan, Wisconsin at 
www.lutherdale.org. Scholarships are available 
from All Saints. Please talk with one of the pas-
tors. 

Mark your calendars! 
The All Saints VBS Ship will set sail from   

Monday, August 2—August 6, 2010. 
9:00 am—Noon 

For information on VBS, contact Jen DeFranco at 
jtdefranco@sbcglobal.net 

Summer Opportunities 2010 

 

Jen DeFranco has 
been chosen as the 
Illinois delegate to 
attend Mom Con-
gress, sponsored by 
Parenting Magazine.  
She will head to 
Georgetown University in Wash-
ington DC in May to participate 
in the Mom Congress which fo-
cuses on education and learning.  
US Director of Education, Arne 
Duncan will meet with delegates 
to discuss our countries educa-
tion system.  Jen will attend this 
conference with one delegate 
from each state from across the 
country.   

April 1 marks the one-year anni-
versary of Doug Williams join-
ing our staff as Director of Mu-
sic Ministries. We give thanks to 
God for Doug's service among 
us. 

Newsletter Information 
The deadline for the April issue of Saints 
Alive! will be  
Wednesday, April 21st  
Submissions should be sent to 
jtdefranco@sbcglobal.net in a Word 
document, if at all possible.   Written 
submissions should be placed in the edi-
tors mailbox by the deadline. 

The 17th annual 
All Saints Golf 
Outing is sched-
uled for Friday, 
July 17th. We have 

tee times reserved at Palatine Hills 
Golf Course starting at 12:45PM.  
Plans are to reserve the pavilion at 
the golf course for a catered buffet 
dinner immediately following the 
outing. Circle the date in pencil as 
all is not final-
ized. More in-
formation to 
come in the 
May newslet-
ter.  

First Communion  
Sunday  
will be  

Sunday, April 11 
 
This is the day we will welcome 
new members to the table as they 
take their First Communion at All 
Saints.    
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Yard Sale – Think small  
Last year our giant yard sale was a 
big success. It shall be repeated in 
some future year. This year, how-
ever, we will think small. Little 
Saints Christian Preschool will 
host a “family-size” garage sale at 
the Fiedler’s house in mid-May. 
Donations are welcome and we 
are looking for the following 
items: 
Household items (e.g., dishes, lin-
ens, home accessories), jewelry, 
small appliances and electronics 
in working order 
Small furniture (e.g., side tables, 
chairs) 
Books, Music CDs, DVDs, 
Tools, bikes, sporting goods (but 
not large exercise equipment) 
We won’t be able to accept: 
clothes, shoes, toys, holiday items, 
cribs, car seats. 
Donations can be dropped of the 
beginning of May. Donation re-
ceipts will be available. Please 
contact Monika for details and 
arrangements: fied-
ler4@sbcglobal.net or 847-358-
8757. 

Keeping Children Safe  
This information was provided by the Palatine Police Department and are 
guidelines to help keep children safe from strangers and how to stay safe if 
home alone.  Share these ideas with children to help them know the differ-
ence between safe situations and unsafe situations when an adult cannot be 
with them.  

 
Key Reminders to Discuss  
with your Children  
�x�� Teach your child to never accept candy or gifts 
from a stranger. 
�x�� Adults should not be asking kids for help; with 
directions, finding a lost animal, to mail a letter, etc. 
�x�� Explain the importance of reporting any strange 
person or incident with both a trusted adult and the 

police. 
�x�� Explain “Yell and Tell”. Children should yell if anyone tries to touch them. They 
should then tell a trusted adult or the police. 
�x�� Teach your child to memorize their address and phone number, and never share 
that information with a stranger. 
�x�� Talk to them about “good strangers”, like police officers, firemen, and teachers. 

�x�� Point out your “meeting place”, should your family get separated some-
where. When in a store, always meet at the cash registers. 
�x�� Familiarize your children with the homes in the neighborhood they can go to for 
help. 
�x�� Teach them to go back inside the school if anyone other than expected shows up 
to give them a ride, this may include a neighbor or family member. Most abducted 
children are taken by family members or acquaintances. 
�x�� Children should not wear clothing with their name on it, for example, sports jer-
seys. 
�x�� Explain to your child that adults may lie and even try to trick them to go with 
them, such as “Your mom is in the hospital, come with me”.  
�x�� Explain to your child if they dial “911”, they will be speaking with the real po-
lice. 
�x�� Tell your children to never tell any callers that they are home alone. 

�x�� Tell your children why it is important for you to know where they are at all times. 
 
Explain the difference between opening the door and acknowledging 
the door when home alone.  NEVER open the door, but acknowledge 
that someone is home. Children can turn the porch light on and off 
or move a curtain, making it appear someone is home.  If no one an-
swers the door and they do not see evidence of someone being 
home, a burglar may try to force their way in.  
 
Do your Part  
�x�� Make a note every day of what your child is wearing. 

�x�� Go over any route to both school and friend’s homes. Explain that they should 
stick to those same routes. 
�x�� Get to know your children’s friends and their parents. Also, make sure you ex-
change phone numbers. 
�x�� Keep current records of your children’s; pictures, medical and dental records. 

�x�� There are fingerprint and DNA kits available for sale on the internet. 

�x�� Always report suspicious people and incidents to the police. 
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Music Schedule 
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
6:15pm Adult Hand bells 
7:30pm Adult Vocal Choir 
April 7, 14, 21, 28 
4:15 pm Alleluia Choir 

PADS 
April 3, 10, 17, 24—May  

April 2010 Events and Schedule  
Worship Schedule 
April  4 —  ELW 4 
 8:30 AM /11:00 AM 
April 11 — Now the Feast 
 8:30 AM/11:00 AM 
April 18 — Contemporary 
 8:30 AM/11:00 AM 
April 25  — ELW 2 

 8:30 AM/11:00 AM 
 
Holden Evening Prayer 
April 14 —7:00pm 
Manor Care Worship  
April 16 - 10:30 am 
 
Holy Week Schedule 
Maundy Thursday Worship 
 April 1 — 7:00 pm 
Good Friday Worship 
 April 2 — 10:00 am & 7:00 pm 
Easter Vigil Worship 
 April 3  — 7:00 pm 
Easter Morning Worship  
 April 4 — 8:30am & 11:00am 

Committee/Club Meetings 
Apr  4   6:30pm Officers Meeting 
    7:30pm Support Comm. 
Apr  13  7:15pm Church Council 
    6:30pm Troop #335 Comm. 
Apr 14   1:30pm Staff Meeting 
Apr 15   6:15 MEF Meeting 
    7:30pm Mutual Ministry 
Apr 21   9:30am Quilting 
Apr  26  7:00pm Stephan Ministry 
Apr 27   7:00pm Comm. Night 
 
     
Men’s Breakfast 
April 17 — 8:00 am 
Chapter One Book Club 
April 19 —7pm 
ELCA World Hunger Offering  
April 4 
New Member Luncheon 
April 18 
CPR/AED Training  
April 17—9:00am 
All Saints Anniversary 
April 1, 1979 
Easter Breakfast 
April 4 — 9:45am 
 
Pastors Vacation 
April 26-April 30 

Youth Events 
Sunday School, Confirmation Classes, 
Youth Group Meetings 
April 11, 18, 25 — 9:45AM 
 
First Communionn 
 April 10—9:00am—Class 
 April 11: 
          First Communion Sunday 

Women’s Bible Study 
April 7, 14, 21, 28 — 9:30am 

 

Wednesday  Bible Study 
April 7, 14, 21, 28 — 7:00pm 

Prayer Ventures 
 
1   Maundy Thursday 
Thank God for the many congrega-
tions across the ELCA committed to 
meeting the needs of those who suf-
fer, such as Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church, Burnsville, Minn., which has 
adopted three promises: Athat no one 
in our family of faith will walk alone 
if they choose not to, will be without 
adequate food, or will be without a 
roof over their head.@ 
 
2   Good Friday 
Give thanks for God’s Son, who sac-
rificed his life for us, and for ELCA 
chaplains risking their lives serving 
in Afghanistan: Chaplain Richard A. 
Rittmaster, Army Guard; Chaplain 
Kelly J. Wasberg, Army Guard; and 
Chaplain William A. Hlavin, Navy 
Reserve. 
 
3   Vigil of Easter 
Thank God for the staff and volun-

teers of Lutheran Services Florida, 
Inc., Tampa, as they work on sev-
eral fronts to provide disaster relief 
to Haitians following the January 
earthquake, offering opportunities 
for new lives to those who have lost 
almost everything. 
 
4   Resurrection of Our Lord 
Lord of the nations, we pray for the 
people of East Timor, Indonesia 
and the Philippines as they struggle 
with religious and political diver-
sity. Grant that they may receive 
your peace and experience the true 
joy of the Resurrection. 
 
5   Remember in prayer the Rev. 
Phillip Baker, ELCA regional rep-
resentative for theological educa-
tion and church relations in Asia.  
Praise God for the opportunities and 
relationships he builds with institu-
tions and churches throughout Asia. 
 
6   Give thanks for the ministries of 

parish nurses such as Linnea Jackson 
and Bev Nelson, who serve at Prince 
of Peace Lutheran Church, La Cres-
cent, Minn., taking members’ blood 
pressures, leading fitness programs 
and visiting the homebound, among 
other duties. 
 
7   World Health Day 
Pray for Carolyn and Jim Brown, 
who are serving at the Ngaoundéré 
Protestant Hospital in Cameroon, 
Carolyn in nursing and Jim as surgi-
cal program director. 
 
8   Pray for the board of directors and 
staff of Camp of the Cross Ministries 
in North Dakota as they gather in 
retreat April 9-10 to work on a new 
strategic plan for their year-round 
camp and retreat ministry. 
 
9   Praise God for the Rev. Justin and 
Kari Eller, who serve in La Paz, Bo-
livia.  They work in the Office of 
Mission in the Iglesia Evangélica 
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Luterana Boliviana (Bolivian Lu-
theran Church). 
 
10   Please pray for newly appointed 
mission developers starting congre-
gations across the ELCA:  Mark 
Huber, Marshfield, Mass.;  Zhen-
chuan Liu, Seattle, Wash.;  Mary Jen-
sen, Lincoln, Neb.;  Yutaka Kishino, 
Huntington Beach, Calif.;  Melaku 
Tizazu, Kansas City, Mo.;  and Po-
Min Wang, West Covina, Calif. 
 
11   Second Sunday of Easter 
Blessed God, in the midst of serious 
political and economic challenges in 
the region, we pray for the people of 
Japan, North Korea, South Korea and 
Taiwan, that your abundant grace 
may be showered upon them. 
 
12   Ask God to guide the Dinka Lu-
theran Community of Sudanese im-
migrants in Rochester, Minn., a Syn-
odically Authorized Worshiping 
Community, as they identify, nurture 
and train leaders. 
 
13   Pray for the Rev. Robert and the 
Rev. Janice Marie Lowden, who 
serve as regional representatives for 
East Africa, focusing on companion 
churches and relationships in Tanza-
nia. 
 
14   Pray for Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Kankakee, Ill., as the con-
gregation reorganizes its ministry for 
mission.  All congregational work 
will be based on the faith practices: 
pray, study, worship, invite, encour-
age, serve, give. 

 
15   Ask God’s blessings on Suzanne 
Strekal and Delores Slusser-Wright, 
volunteer teachers at Gymnazium JA 
Komenskeho in Kosice, Slovakia. 
The Gymnazium is one of several 
church-related schools to which the 
ELCA sends teachers. 
 
16   Pray for the National Council of 
the Lutheran Student Movement as it 
meets April 16-18 to plan for the next 
year of student-led ministry in their 

regions. 
 
17   Give thanks for the generous 
spirit displayed by St. John Lu-
theran Church in Norfolk, Neb.  As 
they celebrated God's blessings that 
included $19,000 more than expen-
ditures in 2009, they donated gener-
ously of the unexpected gifts to the 
Nebraska Synod’s ministries.  
 
18   Third Sunday of Easter 
God of mercy, send the gentle rains 
upon the lands of Djibouti and So-
malia.  May the fields bear fruit and 
the people be renewed in the midst 
of their constant living with drought 
and hunger. 
 
19   Thank God for Dr. Meghan 
Shaughnessy and Dr. Kurt Hessen. 
They are serving for nine months at 
Arusha Lutheran Medical Center 
and Selian Hospital. 
 
20   Pray for the churchwide Lu-
theran Youth Organization and its 
current youth leaders as they con-
tinue to carry out a major ministry 
restructuring process. 
 
21   Remember in prayer Sarah 
Griebler and Colleen Hetrick, serv-
ing as English teachers in Cieszyn, 
Poland.  May this experience con-
tinue to shape their future minis-
tries.   
 
 
 
22   Earth Day 
Pray that more and more people see 
caring for creation as an act of dis-
cipleship, and give thanks for the  
Metropolitan Chicago Synod’s En-
vironmental Concerns Working 
Group, its leaders, and the eight 
congregations in the synod that 
served as guinea pigs and trendset-
ters, enabling others to become bet-
ter stewards of creation. 
 
23   Lift up Randall and Carol 
Stubbs, teaching music at Ma-
kumira University College, a minis-
try of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Tanzania.  Rejoice with 
this family and with their students as 
they learn from each other the gifts of 
music and friendship. 
 
24   Remember to pray for the Lu-
theran Malaria Initiative, a partner-
ship of ELCA, The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod and Lutheran World 
Relief, working to combat malaria 
and its effects on the people who live 
daily with the disease, especially as 
we observe World Malaria Day on 
April 25. 
 
25   Fourth Sunday of Easter 
God of hope, we praise you for the 
witness of the growing churches in 
Ethiopia and Eritrea.  Continue to 
strengthen and comfort these 
churches as they reach out with com-
passion to their neighbors. 
 
26   Pray for college and university 
students graduating this spring from 
the ELCA’s 27 colleges and universi-
ties as they discern how to live out 
their vocations.  
 
27   Lift up in prayer Douglas Foster, 
John Hoyle, Susan Wironen, and 
Dana Dutcher, who have assignments 
as English teachers in Tokyo and Ku-
mamoto, Japan, as part of the J-3 pro-
gram of the Japan Evangelical Lu-
theran Church. 
 
28   Please pray for the ministries of 
Jordan New Life Community Lu-
theran Church and Central Lutheran 
Church, both of the Minneapolis 
Area Synod, as they learn from each 
other, share gifts and resources, and 
engage in mission together. 
 
29   Give thanks for the ministries of 
Reformation Lutheran Church on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., 
and its witness to the United States 
government as it serves the people 
who are most vulnerable in the city. 
 
30   Pray for Pastor Sam and Cindy 
Wolff, who serve at Nairobi Interna-
tional Lutheran Church in Nairobi, 
Kenya. This is a congregation of the 
Kenya Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
 


