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For all to know Christ  February 2010  

Lent is Coming 
The 40-day jour-
ney with Christ 
to the cross and 
through the cross 
to Easter's resur-
rection begins 
with Ash 
Wednesday. This year Ash 
Wednesday is on February 17. 
We will have worship with impo-
sition of ashes and Holy Com-
munion at both noon and 7 pm. 
Beginning then on Wednesday, 
February 24 join us for our mid-
week Lenten series. We'll share a 
congregational meal each 
Wednesday at 6:15 and worship 
at 7. Worship will feature the 
Holden Evening Prayer setting 
and dramatic presentations. 
Watch your mail for your Lenten 
packet very soon. 

Renewal of Vows 
Members celebrating “special” 
wedding anniversaries this year 
(e.g. 1, 5, 10, 15, 20…50, etc) are 
invited to participate in a Renewal 
of Vows Sun, Feb. 14, at the 8:30 
am worship service. The congre-
gation is invited to join the cele-
brating couples for refreshments 
in the Gathering Space following 
the service. Let us know of your 
participation and your anniversary 
date using the signup form in the 
Sunday bulletin by contacting the 
church office 
(office@allsaintspalatine.org). 

 

Jewel, Target, Walmart, or 
Dominick’s gift certificates 
($10 - $25 denominations) 
 
 Thank you for your con-
tinued support of the pro-
gram.  PHD is always very 
appreciative of our contribu-
tions. 
 
 
 

Have a Heart Baby Shower 
 Please help support the PHD (Preservation of Human Dig-
nity) Have a Heart baby shower sponsored by the Social Ministry 
Committee.  PHD is a Palatine counseling center that provides 

pregnancy help and education.  All of 
your donated items go into layettes that 
are given to their clients.  Last year your 
generous donations helped PHD distrib-
ute nearly 400 layettes. 
   
 Pick the hearts displaying the baby 
items that you would like to donate from 
the heart tree in the Gathering Space.  
The hearts will be available beginning 
Sunday, January 31.  The gifts should 

be brought unwrapped and placed in the baskets located near 
the display by Sunday, February 28.  Items most needed in-
clude: 

Baby formula 
Baby food 
Disposable diapers in 

sizes 4,5, or 6 
Baby shampoo 
Baby wipes 
Baby towels 
Pacifiers 
Baby soap 
Washcloths 
Booties and Socks 
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Daily Email Devotionals and 
Conversation 
Each day (Monday through Friday), 
Pastor Jenn and Seth write a brief daily 
email devotional that is sent out via 
email. The scripture texts for these re-
flections are based on the daily lection-
ary, designed to tie in to and build upon 
the readings from the Sundays. If you'd 
like to receive these and are not cur-
rently, please send an email to devo-
tions@allsaintspalatine.org. Recently, 
we also added a conversational compo-
nent. You can also read the devotionals 
at http://aslcdevotions.blogspot.com. 
Here, you can also leave comments 
either for the pastors or for other mem-
bers and reflect back on what we've 
written. Join in the conversation and 
make the Bible a part of your daily life. 

Senior High Hangin' with P.S.! 
Each and every Wednesday, drop by 
after school to hang out with your fellow 
High Schoolers and Pastor Seth. Some 
Wednesdays we'll play ping-pong. Some-
times we'll play Foosball. Sometimes 
we'll play Guitar Hero. Sometimes we'll 
even read the Bible. But stop by after 
school (until 5) every Wednesday. 

All Saints’ Church Council meets 
monthly to oversee the affairs of the 
congregation. The minutes of these 
meetings are available for you in a 
binder either in the main church office 
or at the Welcome Desk in the Gather-
ing Space. 

Help make it  A Happy 
Easter for kids in need! 
 
 
It does seem like Easter is a 
long way off, but because of 
the timing of Spring Break and 
the Township Easter Party we 
have to get started a bit early! 
“Easter Eggs” with wish lists of 
children and families receiving 
township assistance will be 
continue to be available in the 
gathering space Sunday, Feb 
28 until they are gone. In addi-
tion to the gifts for the chil-
dren, we will collect cash gifts 
to purchase grocery gift cards 
to enable the families to pur-
chase Easter dinner.  Members 
who pick up “eggs” are asked 
to return the gifts to the 
church by Sunday, March 7th. 
The baskets will be assembled 
and wrapped by the Youth 
Group on Sunday, March 14th 
and then delivered to the 
Township. We are also in need 
of  large Easter baskets.  If you 
would like to donate a basket, 
please drop it off at the church 
by March 7th.  For questions 
about the Easter program con-
tact Dee Gray at 847-202-
8118.   

Men's Breakfast 
Men of All Saints, come and join 
in fellowship and learning on Sat-
urday, February 20 at 8 am.  Tick-
ets are only $2 and are available at 
the door or the Sunday prior.  Cof-
fee, breakfast, conversation, and 
fellowship. Join in the fun! 

Church Council Minutes 

Saints Alive! 
A monthly newsletter published by All Saints Lutheran Church 

630 S. Quentin Road, Palatine, Illinois 60067 
 

Telephone: 847-991-2080   Fax: 847-991-2082 
Email: office@allsaintspalatine.org  www.allsaintspalatine.org 

bookkeeper@allsaintspalatine.org 
 

Co-Pastors:    Jennifer Moland-Kovash 
      Seth Moland-Kovash 

    Newsletter —      
     Editor      Jennifer DeFranco 
     Email:      news@allsaintspalatine.org 

Dear All Saints 
members, 

Thank you so much 
for your generous 
Christmas gift and 

your caring and support throughout 
the year. We are thankful and 
blessed to share in the ministry of 
such a caring and generous faith 
family. 

May God continue to bless you and 
All Saints in 2010. 

Bev Laseke and Vicky Schnackel 
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Light from the pastors 
Water and Dust 

by Pastor Jenn 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 
 
Grace and peace be with you. One 
year in seminary I assisted in wor-
ship on Ash Wednesday. One of 
my roles that day was to impose 
the ashes on people’s foreheads. I 
recall making the sign of the 
cross, in ash, on the forehead 
president of the seminary, and my 
fingers trembling. To mark with 
this sign of death the leader of the 
seminary – what a sign, what sym-
bolism. 
 
Through the years I’ve made this 
sign on the foreheads of babies, 
some newly baptized, the smooth 
skin of children, the wrinkled 
brows of the aged, make-up cov-
ered skin of teens, foreheads that 
have grown in size over the years. 
I’ve looked upon the heads of hair 
thinned as the result of chemo 
treatments, those thinned because 
of age, those whose hair has yet to 
grow. The words we speak, 
“Remember that you are dust, and 
to dust you shall return,” never 
fail to raise my emotions – 
whether to speak them or to hear 
them. 

 

 
This year, as you gather to re-
ceive ashes on February 17th, I 
invite you to remember those 
words – you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return. While certainly 
a reminder of our mortality, I 
find it also to be a reminder of 
how we are connected to one 
another in the body of Christ. 
You are dust, and so am I. Your 
neighbor across the street is dust, 
and so is your neighbor around 
the world. 
 
This year during Lent, I’ll be 
thinking about what it means to 
be not only a person of the wa-
ters of baptism, but also what it 
means to be a dusty person. I 
invite you to join me on this 
dusty journey. 
 
Once again we’ll have two op-
portunities to receive ashes: 
Noon and 7:00 pm. If neither of 
those times work for you, please 
let us know and we would be 
glad to arrange another time that 
day to offer ashes. 
 
Washed in the waters, and caked 
with dust, 
Pastor Jenn 

Congregational  
Leaders and Staff 

 
Co-Pastors  
Jenn Moland-Kovash 
Seth Moland-Kovash 
Church Council  
Sandy Herweg, President 
Joe Quinn, Vice President 
Mary Lofgren, Secretary 
George Buerger 
Sandi Bolinger 
Gen Dunlop 
Katie Fedota 
Bill Friskics 
Lee Kingdon 
Jeff Witt 
Ray Winklelmann 
Financial Secretary:  
 Peggy Hollingsworth 
 Arlene Winkelmann 
George Hansen, Treasurer 
Staff  
Church Secretaries: 
 Bev Laseke, Vicky 
Schnackel 
Bookkeeper:   Sara Cole 
Music Director: Doug Williams 
Accompanist:  Karen Nedzel 
Nursery Attendant: Dorothy 
Borg 
Youth Ministers: 
 Linda and Kevin Kinsella 
Little Saints Christian Pre-
school  
Michelle Gutmann, Director 
Committees/Ministries  
Confirmation Coordinators:  
 Janet Lowe and Janie Mata 
Cradle Roll: Ruth Spasoff 
Learning: Ruth Spasoff 
Loving Hands: Nancy Oakford 
Memorials:  Rosemary Monsen  
Ministry Endowment Fund: 
 Mike Nedzel 
Mutual Ministry: Linda Foltz 
New Member Assimilator: 
 Diane Szuberla 
Outreach:   Jon Gray 
Personnel:  George Buerger 
Prayer Chain: Rosemary Mon-
sen,  

Pastors Jenn and Seth would like to 

thank the congregation for your 

very generous Christmas gift. God 

has blessed each of us richly and 

we are blessed to be in partnership 

with you in the ministry of the 

Gospel. Thank you!  
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Need help with 
your Resume? 
Looking for a 

new job?   
 
Community Career Services at 
Harper College offers a variety of 
career counseling services at an 
affordable price to community 
members.  A Spring/Summer 
2010 brochure and information 
can be found online at 
www.harpercollege.edu (click 
“student services”, then click 
“Career Center”, then click 
“Services for Community”). 
 
On Saturday, February 6, 2010, 
and again on two Tuesday eve-
nings, June 15 and June 22, 2010, 
a Career Assessment non-credit 
class will be offered in the Career 
Center at Harper College.  Led by 
an experienced career counselor, 
this workshop gives participants  
an opportunity to identify and 
evaluate their skills, interests, 
work values, strengths, weakness, 
and personality through a series of 
assessments.  Call 847-925-6300 
or go to www.harpercollege.edu 
to register for this Continuing 
Education Course.  The course 
number is LTC 1000-001. 
 
If you or someone you know have 
questions regarding services at 
Community Career Services at 
Harper College, or to set up an 
appointment with a community 
career counselor in this center, 
please call 847-925-6293.  

NORTHERN ILLINOIS LUTHERAN  

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  

Below you will find information about  the next Lutheran Marriage En-
counter (LME) Weekend, April 16 -18, 2010.   

 FYI – The LME program is intended to make a good marriage bet-
ter.  It works .  See WE WERE THERE, below, with comments by 
Weekend couples two weeks after their Weekend. 

WE WERE THERE 

Un-edited Comments (except to preserve identities) By Couples 
Who Attended a Recent  

Northern Illinois  Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend 
  

“The Weekend was wonderful.  We were allowed to put our life on hold and focus 
on our relation-ship and communication skills.  We were able to re-connect and 
tune into each other again.” 

  
“The Weekend was an awakening for our marriage.  It was a wonderful blessing 
that helped us get re-connected, almost like falling in love all over again.” 

  
 “Our M.E. Weekend was a great experience for me.  I was really pleased that 
the emphasis was on sharing just as a couple—husband & wife—not a group 

discussion.  I also felt that God was very much present in inner healing that took 
place.” 

  
“It was life changing.  It was what I needed to restore my faith and what my 
husband and I needed to love one another again.  We will continue what we 
learned and our love will grow stronger day by day.  THANK YOU”  

“Weekend was like a miracle.  Never realized that “feelings” would be the key to 
communication.  Was very satisfied and appreciative of the [presentations].”  

It was a wonderful & special weekend.   My relationship with my 
withat I’ll never forget.”fe improved greatly.   It was a spiritual 
journey   

“We learned skills to make our marriage successful as God intended.  Uplifting to 
be around other couples who really value & invest in their marriage.  Accommoda-

tion's (food, lodging) excellent.”  

 

Weekend Dates: April 16 -18, 2010; June 11 -13, 2010; and 
October 16 -18, 2010  

For Information, or to apply, see: www.NorthernIllinoisLME.org , or  

Phone: Dave & Jean Dobbelstein, 1-847-839-3546 
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 Spring of Life volunteers are expected to complete the rehab of the house at 
475 Dixon in Elgin this month and a House Blessing is being planned for early March. 
George Becker , of All Saints, who has been supervising this build, reports that a new 
front door has been installed and all of the interior doors have been painted and are 
ready to be hung. 

Remaining tasks include final trim and painting as well as installation of new 
light fixtures. Also this month, tile will be installed in the entryway as well as carpet-
ing. Landscaping will be completed later in the spring. 

Watch for an announcement of the date and time of the House Blessing. If 
you would like to help plan the event contact Lee Kingdon , 847-934-1171. 

At its January meeting, members of the Steering Committee reviewed alter-
natives for the next build. Barbara Beckman , executive director of Habitat for Hu-
manity of Northern Fox Valley, described the Affiliate’s plans to celebrate its 20th 
anniversary. They plan to complete 20 projects in 2010—10 rehabs similar to our cur-
rent project and 10 “Brush of Kindness” exterior repair and refurbishment projects. 
Brush of Kindness projects will be two-day events—a day of prep work in midweek 
and completion the following Saturday—focused on exterior painting and landscap-
ing. The 10 rehab projects will include a 20-day blitz build and the Affiliate’s first-
ever woman build. 

Options for Spring of Life include assuming responsibility for a Thrivent 
Builds with Habitat house or taking a more “traditional” rehab project. Although 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans would provide the principal funding for that project 
it would need to be started in the next few months and completed before Dec. 31. 
There are no time restrictions on other projects but the Partnership would be responsi-
ble for most of the costs. 

The Steering Committee determined no decision could be made on the next project 
until a Project Manager was identified. If you have suggestions regarding the Partner-
ship’s next project contact Lee Kingdon , 847-934-117. 

Youth Sunday --  
Sunday, February 7th 

"Forgiveness" 

 
Why is it so hard to forgive?   
How does God expect us to forgive eve-
ryone for everything?   
Why is it I feel better MYSELF when I 
forgive SOMEONE ELSE? 
 
These are just some of the issues the 
Youth Group will be tackling on Sunday, 
February 7th as they present their annual 
Youth Service.... at both 8:30am and 
11:00am services. 
 
Answers to these questions, and others, 
will come through a series of skits and 
songs written and performed by group 
members, said Karen Goodlow, coordi-
nator/producer of Youth Sunday and a co
-leader of the Youth Group.  The theme 
for this year’s presentation has its roots 
in the fall retreat, she said. “As we went 
around the room identifying something 
each person would like to improve in 
themselves, a common thread developed. 
Teen after teen said they wished they 
would be better at forgiving others.... 
especially since they are so appreciative 
when others forgive them,” Karen said.   
 
High school students will serve as greet-
ers, ushers, lectors and communion assis-
tants. A four-part sermon will be pre-
sented by representatives from each class 
— Amy Grasso, freshman; Brian Byrne, 
sophomore; Jerod Mikkelson, junior; and 
senior Christine Spasoff. 
 
"This is a great Sunday to invite guests, 
family members, neighbors, etc.," indi-
cated Kevin Kinsella, Youth Minis-
ter.  "If we really believe in the phrase 
'For All To Know Christ,' why not use 
this fun worship environment to make 
the introduction (to Christ)?"  

Elgin Rehab Project Nears Completion, House Blessing 
expected in Early March 

To the wonderful people of All 
Saints: 
Thank you so much for your very 
generous Christmas gift.  I feel so 
blessed to be a part of your church 
lives and to serve you with the gift 
of music.  I hope I can continue to 
do so for a long time.   
 
I pray you all have a wonderful 
2010 filled with joy and peace. 
      Karen Nedzel 

Dear members of All Saints: 
 
Thank you so much for your 
very generous Christmas gift.  I 
am so thankful I can share the 
ministry and my special teaching 
talents to young children.  I con-
tinue to feel extremely blessed to 
be a part of this caring and sup-
portive church family.   May you 
all have a healthy, happy new 
year.  God Bless — 
    Michelle Gutmann 
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Thank you Blood Donors! 
On Sunday, January 17, All Saints hosted a 
blood drive with LifeSource, Chicagoland’s 
Blood Center.  Our goal was to collect 25 
pints, and we once again met the challenge 
by collecting 27 pints of blood!  
 
I thank you, LifeSource thanks you and most 

of all the individuals you helped by donating, thank you.  Our next 
blood drive will likely be held in June. 
 
Roger Nelson 

PADS shelter still available to guest through April 

All Saints is “home” for more homeless men and women this 
season than at any time in the 20 years that we have been host for a 
PADS shelter on Saturday nights during the cold weather months. 

In the first 15 weeks of our current season we have provided 
warm, secure shelter and nutritious food for an average of 21 guests 
each night, a total of 316 visits. In the same 15 weeks a year ago the 
average weekly guest-count was 18 (279 visits) and that was the highest 
ever. 

Volunteers who would like to help with this ministry, working 
directly with our guests on one of the three shifts each week, must at-
tend training provided by Journeys from PADS to HOPE. In February, 
training will be offered on Tues., Feb. 2, and Thur., Feb. 18, starting at 
7 p.m., and on Wed. Feb. 10, and Sat. Feb. 27, starting at 1 p.m. All 
training is conducted at Journeys’ Hope Center , 1140 E. Northwest 
Highway , Palatine , and lasts about two hours. 

No formal training is required to help feed our guests; or for the 
Green Team; or to be a Laundry Steward; or to help with clean up on 
Sunday morning. For more information about how you and your family 
can become involved in PADS, contact one of the Site Directors: 
Monika Fiedler, 847-358-8757, or Tom Germuska , 847-934-1984. 
Food Services Manager, Adrienne Bolbot 847-490-3880, can answer 
questions about cooking or shopping for PADS. Peggy Hollingsworth, 
847-358-9584, can tell you more about how the Green Team makes our 
shelter operation environmentally friendly. Call Brian Byrne, 847-496-
5894, to learn about helping put away clean laundry; and Gasper 
Grasso , 847-301-1237, coordinates the clean-up crews on Sunday 
mornings. 

Watch for details next month about a youth-oriented event being 
planned by Journeys that will enable participants to experience staying 
in a PADS shelter. The target dates are April 30-May 1. 

What’s So Great About Hugs? 
 
There’s no such thing as a bad 
hug, only good ones and great 
ones. 

 
They’re not fattening 
and they don’t cause 
cancer or cavaties. 
 
They’re all natural 
with no preserva-
tives, artificial ingre-
dients or pesticide 
residue. 
 

They’re cholesterol-free, naturally 
sweet, 100% wholesome. 
 
And they’re a completely renew-
able source. 
 
They don’t re-
quire batteries, 
tune-ups or x-
rays. 
 
They’re non-
taxable, fully 
returnable, and energy efficient. 
 
They’re safe in all kinds of 
weather, in fact, they’re especially 
good for cold or rainy days. 
 
And they’re exceptionally effec-
tive in treating problems, like bad 
dreams or the Monday blahs. 
 
Moral?  NEVER wait until tomor-
row to hug someone you could 
hug today!!! 
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In Loving Memory of  
Carol M. Peterson 

December 26, 1938—January 13, 2010 

Carol was the beloved wife of former All Saints Pastor, F. Leonard Peterson.  She was the mother of Kimber-
ley (Peter) Zajec, Paula (Mark) Anderson, Todd (Michelle) and Timothy (Janelle).   
She was the cherished grandmother of Amy, Ryan, AJ, Ashleigh, Joey, Daniel, Caleb, Kaia, Michael, Evan, 
Claire, Grant and Reid. 
She was the loved sister of Glenda (Donald) Doherty. 
Dear sister-in-law of Lester (Salli) Peterson. 
Fond aunt of Donald (Mary), Kelly (Richard), Douglas and Greggory (Christy). 
Carol was Assistant Registrar of University of Chicago for 20 years and a longtime volunteer at Northwest 
Community Hospital.  She loved singing in church choirs in Chicago and Palatine.  She also enjoyed spending 
time in Door County, WI — especially with her husband, grandchildren and many close friends.   
Memorials can be made to LOMC (Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center), PO Box 239, Oregon, IL  61061 
 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you, our sister, Carol.  We thank 
you for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on 
earth.  In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn.  Give us your aid, so 
we many see in death the gate to eternal life, that we may continue our course on 
earth in confidence, until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone 
before us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
       — Amen 

Haiti Disaster Relief Efforts 
On Tuesday, January 12, a 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck Haiti and thousands are be-
lieved dead.  As is often the case in disasters, the ELCA’s Disaster Response teams were 
among the first to respond.   
 
To contribute to the relief efforts, simply use a pew envelope and write “ELCA Disaster 
Response—Haiti” and your contribution will be routed quickly.  We join together in pray-
ing for relief and comfort for our sisters and brothers in Haiti.  For additional information 
on how the ELCA is helping, visit www.elca.org 

Newsletter Information 
The deadline for the March issue 
of Saints Alive! will be  
Friday, February 19th.   
Submissions should be sent to 
jtdefranco@sbcglobal.net in a 
Word document, if at all possible.   
Written submissions should be 
placed in the editors mailbox by 
the deadline. 

Mark your calendars! 
The All Saints VBS Ship will set sail from   

Monday, August 2—August 6, 2010. 
9:00 am—Noon 

 
Watch for information on how to volunteer 
for this swashbucklin’ week of fun!   
 
For information on VBS, contact Jen 
DeFranco at jtdefranco@sbcglobal.net 
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Music Schedule 
February 4, 11, 18, 25 
6:15pm Adult Hand bells 
7:30pm Adult Vocal Choir 
February 3, 10, 17, 24 
4:15 pm Alleluia Choir 

PADS 
February 6, 13, 20, 27 

February 2010 Events and Schedule  
Worship Schedule 
February 7 —      
 8:30 AM /11:00 AM 
February 14 —  
 8:30 AM/11:00 AM 
February 21 —  
 8:30 AM/11:00 AM 
February 28 —  
 8:30 AM/11:00 AM 
 
Manor Care Worship  
February 26 - 10:30 am 
 
Lenten Worship 
February 24 — 7:00pm  
 
Ash Wednesday Worship 
February 17 — 12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

Committee/Club Meetings 
Feb 2    6:30pm Officers Meeting 
    7:30pm Support Comm. 
    7:30pm Mut. Min. Comm. 
Feb 8/22  7:00 Stephen Ministry 
Feb 9   7:15pm Church Council 
Feb 17   9:30am Quilting 
Feb 23   7:00pm Comm. Night 
 
     
Men’s Breakfast 
February 20 — 8:00 am 
Chapter One Book Club 
February 15—7pm 
ELCA World Hunger Offering  
February 7 
Progressive Dinner 
February 12 
 

Youth Events 
Sunday School, Confirmation Classes, 
Youth Group Meetings 
February  7, 14, 21, 28 — 9:45AM 
 
7th/8th Grade Confirmation Class 
 February 3— 5:45 pm 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
February 4, 11, 18, 25 — 9:30am 

Pastor Seth DMin Group 
February 24 — 7:30 PM 

 Prayer Ventures 
Prayer petitions for Sundays fol-
low the World Council of 
Churches Ecumenical Prayer Cy-
cle and can be incorporated into 
the prayers at weekly worship. 
Weekday entries are offered as 
guides to prayer for the global, 
social and outreach ministries of 
the church.  Thank you for your 
continued prayers for the life and 
mission of this church. 
   
 
1   During this Black History 
Month, pray especially for African 
American women leaders in com-
munities, congregations, families 
and all contexts, that they might 
be supported, uplifted, encouraged 
and blessed in all the ways they 
serve. 
 
2  Presentation of Our Lord  
Pray for All Saints in Big Sky, 

they might be nurtured by their 
communities to live toward God’s 
vision of life lived in love for oth-
ers. 
 
5  Pray for Patricia Bentsen, a 
longtime nurse in Madagascar 
who is medical administrator to 
the Malagasy Lutheran Church 
Health Department in the capital 
city of Antananarivo.  
 
6   Pray for the Oromo Evangeli-
cal Church of Washington, D.C., 
that was organized in October.  
Give thanks to God for this new 
congregation, their ministry 
among Ethiopians, and teir mis-
sion developer, Pastor Waqtola 
Dinagde, who is retiring after 40 
years in the ordained ministry. 

 
7 5th Sunday after Epiphany 
Merciful God, we give you thanks 
for the diversity of ministry 

Montana, a new joint ELCA/
Episcopal ministry.  May its pas-
tor, Darius Larsen, and its mem-
bers continue to reach out and 
welcome all who come to ex-
plore and enjoy the beauty and 
wonders of God’s creation.    
 
3  Give thanks for Pastor Mark 
and Marcia Holman as they 
serve the Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer in Jerusalem and as-
sist the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Jordan and the Holy 
Land.  Pray for peace in the 
strife-torn Holy Land. 
 
 
4   During this Youth Leadership 
Month, give thanks for the 
young people of color in this 
church who continue to live into 
their vocational calls as wit-
nesses to new beginnings and 
generational collaboration, that 
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among the churches in Ireland and 
the United Kingdom.  We pray for 
the continued companion relation-
ship between the Lutheran Church 
in Great Britain and the ELCA 
Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod. 
 
8  We ask God’s blessing on the 
ministry of Pastor Bill Lundgren 
and the Community of St. Dys-
mas.  An ELCA congregation 
within the Maryland correctional 
system—behind prison walls—St. 
Dysmas continues to proclaim re-
pentance, acceptance and forgive-
ness in Christ’s name.    
  
9  Thank God for Kirsten and Pas-
tor Stephen Kienberger. Pastor 
Kienberger is a parish pastor of 
the American Lutheran Church in 
Oslo, Norway.  This international 
congregation seeks to bring to-
gether people of different nations 
and denominations as followers of 
Christ. 
 
 
10  Give thanks for all who par-
ticipate in the life and ministry of 
the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Argentina and Uruguay.  
Remember especially the Young 
Adults in Global Mission, Chris 
Jarvis and Cristina Kinz, as they 
serve in congregational and social 
service ministries in Argentina.  
 
11  Let us pray for discernment 
for Peace Lutheran Church, Eyota, 
Minn., as they consider whether 
God is calling them to move out in 
faith and construct their first 
building.  Peace organized as a 
congregation in 2001.   
  
12  Pray for Martin and Suzanne 
Schoffner, who serve the church 
in Jerusalem. Martin serves as the 
coordinator for both the Young 
Adults in Global Mission program 

in Palestine and the Holy Land 
trips program.   
 
13  Pray for Sarah and Pastor 
Peter Grow-Hanson who serve 
in Dakar, Senegal.  They provide 
direction for leadership develop-
ment and early childhood educa-
tion, as well as orientation for 
visitors and new missionaries to 
Senegal. 
 
14  Transfiguration of Our 
Lord    
God in heaven, bless all who 
strive for peace and human wel-
fare in Belgium, Luxembourg 
and the Netherlands.  Take away 
any anxiety about the future and 
give them a sense of responsibil-
ity for where you have called 
them. 
 
 
15  We thank God for Ed Halter 
and his coordination of the Mis-
sion Partners program in the 
ELCA Northern Texas-Northern 
Louisiana Synod for the past 21 
years.  As Ed retires from this 
volunteer position, may God 
continue to direct his journey as 
a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
 
16  Pray for the presidents of 
ELCA colleges and universities 
as they gather for their annual 
meeting at the Lutheran Educa-
tional Conference of North 
America (LECNA). Pray espe-
cially in thanksgiving for many 
years of faithful service by 
Ralph Wagoner, who is retiring 
in June 2010 as the executive 
director of LECNA, having 
served in that capacity since re-
tiring as the president of Augus-
tana College, South Dakota. 
 
17  Ash Wednesday 
As we enter Lent keep in your 

prayers all the volunteers who do-
nate their time and talents to your 
congregation.   
 
18  Pray for Don Huber as he be-
gins his leadership of the 
“Stewards of Abundance” project, 
following his retirement as aca-
demic dean of Trinity Seminary, 
Columbus, Ohio. The project will 
explore options for reducing semi-
narian indebtedness and sustain-
able financing for the ELCA’s 
system of theological education 
and pastoral ministry. 
 
19  Praise God for the witness of 
Pastor Jeffrey Truscott.  His 
classes in liturgy and theology at 
Trinity Theological College in 
Singapore equip students from 
many Asian countries to cultivate 
a worship life that will shape their 
faith communities.  
 
20  The Evangelical Lutheran 
Education Association (ELEA) is 
an organization serving the ap-
proximately 1700 schools and 
early childhood education centers 
of the ELCA. Pray for Gayle 
Deny, its executive director, and 
the board of ELEA, as they work 
to improve this church’s day 
school ministries with children. 
 
21   1st Sunday in Lent 
O God, you who stand in the 
midst of the silent ones, bless the 
churches of Portugal, Spain, Italy 
and Malta, and their ministries 
among children, workers, the sick 

and 
the 
eld-


