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Season of Epiphany Online Bible Study g Amm

Start your new year off right, with  for the group at

Bible Study. This group is for all  http:// 0 Sunday, January 31 is the
of you want to study and discuss bookof- day for our Annual Meeting
the Bible, but can't quite commit  faith.ning.com/group/ to elect leaders for the

to regular attendance at a allsaintspalatinéyes, church, vote on a budget for
Sunday morning or Thurs- h you'll have to sign up for -
day morning or Wednesda an account there, but there 2010 and anduct other busi-
evening group. This study ’ are some really cool tools) neS_S' We \_N'” have one wor-
will begin on the day of will be able to read a brief | Ship service that day at 10

Epiphany (Wednesday, W7 update or comment each am, the meeting will immet
January 6) and will end on _ day with a question or two diately follow, and a lunch:-

Transfiguration Sunday EPlPH/\NY to ponder. Those who sign | agn wijll follow the meeting
(February 14). Obviously, i up are committing to check Plan to join us!

it's going well, we'll continue with  the site at least once a day during
another session, but that is the out-that time and to respond each
line of this session. We'll be day with at least one sentence. If
studying 1 Corinthians chapters  you have any questions, email
12-14 which talk about spiritual pastorseth@allsaintspalatine.org
gifts and love. Those who sign up

m All Saints Lutheran Church, in conjunction with LifeSource Blood Center, will be hav-
= . ing a blood drive on Sunday, January 17, in the gathering space from 8:00am to 1:00pm.

Each whole blood donation may be broken down into red blood cells, platelets and plasma to
help save up to three lives! Red blood cells carry oxygen to all parts of the body and are used
mainly by those undergoing surgery, trauma victims and newborns. Platelets promote blood
clotting and give those with leukemia and other cancers a chance to live. Plasma is used nmirmyfotims and can

be kept frozen and stored up to one year.

LifeSource distributes a half million blood products annually to 60 hospitals in the Chicagoland ey need to col-
lect 1500 units per day to meet this need. 38% of our total US population (all ages) are glosldisd but in the Chi-
cagoland area less than 3% actually donate. A person can donate whole blood every 56 days (8 weeks)

To schedule an appointment see Roger Nelson in the gathering space between services on Jakaumnayrg 10, or
call him at 847359-6458. You can also call LifeSource a817-543-3768 or go online at www.lifesource.org and click
on locate a blood drive and log in.

For those of you who wish to donate double red blood cells, we will have at least one ALYX madhéndrve.
Thank you in advance for considering a donation! 1



Q3  Book Fair Thank You
CCh  The first Little Saints

\Vﬁ) Christian Preschool book
R _'(\/aﬁ fair held in November
K= was well received by All

Saints members and Little
Saints parents. Many thanks to all of youi
who purchased books for the special kids
in your life or donated books to Little
Saints and Holy Family Lutheran Pre-
school.
A special thank you goes to Usborne
Books Consultant Debbie Miksch who
lend her time and expertise to make thig
book fair a success. In addition to help-
ing us raise over $200 in cash, Little
Saints’ kids will be able to enjoy 17 new
books. Holy Family's preschooler will
add 12 new books to their collection.

L,

Brian and Kristen Konkol, our

Missionaries
All Saints is now in a new relationship ol
support with ELCA missionaries Brian
and Kristen Konkol who serve in South
Africa. Brian and Kristen are the country
coordinators for Young Adults in Global
Mission (YAGMS) throughout South
Africa. YAGMs are young adults who

serve in a volunteer capacity as teacherg,

health workers, organizers, etc. through
the ministry of the ELCA and its com-
panions in South Africa. To read about
their work, visithttp://
elcamud.blogspot.com/

Daily Email Devotionals and

Conversation

Each day (Monday through Friday),
Pastor Jenn and Seth write a brief dail
email devotional that is sent out via
email. The scripture texts for these re-
flections are based on the daily lection
ary, designed to tie in to and build upo
the readings from the Sundays. If you'
like to receive these and are not cur-
rently, please send an emaildevo-
tions@allsaintspalatine.ar&ecently,
we also added a conversational comp
nent. You can also read the devotional
athttp://aslcdevotions.blogspot.com
Here, you can also leave comments

either for the pastors or for other memt

bers and reflect back on what we've
written. Join in the conversation and
make the Bible a part of your daily life.

Telephone: 84B91-2080

Co-Pastors:

Newsletter—
Editor
Email:
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Jennifer MolaneKovash
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Jennifer DeFranco
news@allsaintspalatine.org

y

n

D-
S

Christmas Can-

tata — Thank you to
everyone who was
involved in presenting
our beautiful cantata,
Canticle of Joyby
Joseph M. Martin, on
Sunday, December £3Thank you choir
singers and soloists, accompanist and
orchestra instrumentalists, narrators,
stage and sound setup, and all of you
who came to hear the glorious music of
our Cantata Choir and Orchestra. May
the words that we sang and the notes we
played resonate in our hearts for years to
come as we continuallycbnsider well

and bear in mind what our good God for
us has done in sending his beloved.Son

Christmas Eve Music— Thank you
to everyone who added beauty to our
Christmas Eve services with their musi-
cal qifts!

Come and join in on the musie

making! The beginning of a calendar
year is always a good time to jump in and
begin rehearsing with the many people
who add music to our worship services.
Sing with a choir. Ring bells and chimes.
Play your instrument. Children, youth,
and adults of all ages are welcome. Con-
tact Director of Music Ministries, Doug
Williams, via email at mu-
sic@allsaintspalatine.org or by calling
847-991-2080 ext. 25.

Senior High Hangin' with P.S.!
Each and every Wednesday, drop by
after school to hang out with your fellow
High Schoolers and Pastor Seth. Some
Wednesdays we'll play piagong. Some-
times we'll play Foosball. Sometimes
we'll play Guitar Hero. Sometimes we'll
even read the Bible. But stop by after
school (until 5) every Wednesday, start-
ing on January 13.

Church Council Minutes

All Saints’ Church Council meets
monthly to oversee the affairs of the con-
gregation. The minutes of these meetings
are available for you in a binder either in
the main church office or at the Welcome
Desk in the Gathering Space.



Light from the pastors

Light in the Darkness
by Pastor Seth

"The light shines in the darkness, and the Light shone in darkness at the new
darkness did not overcome it" (John 1:5). creation; Christ rose in glory, won for
The nights are long and dark in the north- us salvation. Sing, earth and heaven,
ern hemisphere. The Christmas lights hymns of jubilation, praise for the light
have all been put away and our neighbor- Amen!

hoods are dark once again. Light shines in darkness till the full
And yet, it is the season of Epiphany...  creation; Christ's body, groanin, suf-
the season the church looks to the light, fers tribulation, longs for God's justice
the season the church recognizes that the global transformation, prays for the
light has risen over this dark world and  light. Amen!

nothing can ever put out this light. When you feel darkness this month,
Delores Dufner wrote a hymn (number  when you groan in waiting for the full-
307 in the ELW, number 1 in your ness of God's promises, for the "full
hearts) called "Light Shone in Darkness." creation," join with me in praising the

Light shone in darkness at the world's light. Amen!
creation, bathing in beauty nature's reve-
lation. All that has being, cry in adora- In Christ,

tion, "Praise for the light. Amen!" Pastor Seth

Bach for the Sem Concert

Bach for the Sem, will be held at Grace Lutheran Church, 7300
West Division Street, River Forest, lll., on January 10, 2010 at 4
pm. This year’s concert features the first part of J.S. Bach’s
Christmas Oratorio and his Concerto for Oboe d’amour and Or-
chestra. The Bach for the Sem Choir and Orchestra will present the world premig
Paul Weber’s “Hodie coelesti.” Thomas Wikman and Michael Costello are guest
ganists for the afternoon of music. Carols of the season round out the program p
formed as a benefit for the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, by Chicago
Lutheran professional instrumentalists and singers. Pastor Seth will be part of thg
chestra on the viola.
Full-price tickets are $18 in advance or $20 at the door; student and senior discoj
tickets are $8 in advance or $10 at the door. To purchase tickets/@@256-0712

or 1-800-635-1116 extension 712 by Friday, January 8. Tickets will be held at the
door.

Congregational
Leaders and Staff

Co-Pastors
Jenn Moland-Kovash
Seth Moland-Kovash
Church Council
Sandy Herweg, President
Joe Quinn, Vice President
Mary Lofgren, Secretary
George Buerger
Sandi Bolinger
Gen Dunlop
Katie Fedota
Bill Friskics
Lee Kingdon
Jeff Witt
Ray Winklelmann
Financial Secretary:
Peggy Hollingsworth
Arlene Winkelmann
George Hansen, Treasurer
Staff
Church Secretaries:
Bev Laseke, Vicky
Schnackel
r deokkeeper: Sara Cole
Pr-Music Director: Doug Williams
o Accompanist: Karen Nedzel
! T@ursery Attendant: Dorothy
Borg
untY outh Ministers:
Linda and Kevin Kinsella
Little Saints Christian Pre-
school

Little Saints Christian Preschool registration is now open

Little Saints’ guestions you may have about the LitH

registration for
the 20161011
school year is
now open for

the families of
the congrega-
tion. Preferred
registration will take place through Janu-
ary 25, 2010. All Saints Lutheran mem-
bers receive a 10% discount on monthly
tuition. The preschool program is open to
children 2 to 4 years of age.

Please contact Michelle Gutmann, Little
Saints Director, at 84991-2334 for

Also, you are always welcome to chat
with a Little Saints board member: Pe-
ter Carlson, Dawn Wurtz, Nancy Kunz
Monika Fiedler, George Buerger, Kim
Kuhlman, Pastor Seth.

se vz de I S5

Men's Breakfast

Men's Breakfast will gather on Satur
day, January 16 at 8 am. We will hear
about a recent trip to Thailand by
Habitat for Humanity that included tw
members of All Saints, Bill Klaves and
George Becker. Join us for the food

tle Saints Christian Preschool progran).

Michelle Gutmann, Director
Committees/Ministries
Confirmation Coordinators:
Janet Lowe and Janie Mata
Cradle Roll: Ruth Spasoff
Learning: Ruth Spasoff
Loving Hands: Nancy Oakford
Memorials: Rosemary Monsen
Ministry Endowment Fund:
Mike Nedzel
Mutual Ministry: Linda Foltz
New Member Assimilator:
Diane Szuberla
Outreach: Jon Gray
Personnel: George Buerger
Prayer Chain: Rosemary Mon-

more information or to answer specific

sen,
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THANK YOU!
All Saints members provided 28 families with &
wonderful Christmas. Over 350 gifts for 107
individuals in the Palatine Township Adegt
Family were purchased and wrapped.

Because our monetary donations were matche

by Thrivent, the families received gift cards for
a grocery store of their choice and the adult
members of the families received gift cards from

om
Target, Kohl's or WalMart. Each year it is our goal to increase our J;

ing by 10%, but this year we exceeded that goal by giving 15% mor,
What a wonderful reflection of a very generous and compassionate
gregation!

Our Christmas Elves started working on this project on Monday, Der

cember 7th, sorting the many gifts our congregation purchased. Th
you to Ruth Spasoff, Diane Gylling, Dee Gray, Cindy Parkin and D¢
nise Long for making sure the right gift was received by the right pe
son!

On Saturday, December " yifts were distributed to over 400 families a Career Assessment noredit

in our community. All Saints was a distribution location for 100 of
these families. The day begins with bags and bags of gifts being
dropped off by donors. Then at one o’clock the recipients start arriy
to pick up their gifts. The children are given the opportunity to visit

with Santa, have their picture taken, and received coloring books and

crayons. Families leave so overwhelmed by the generosity of other

Many thanks to those members who helped to make the day run

smoothly: Phyllis Chernich, Gene Marx, Diane Gyllings, David, Dg-
nise, Ryan and Jenna Long, Robin and Adam Cohen, Bob and Mar
Anne Schneider, Emily Fisk, Christine Spasoff, Ken and Debbie Dal

Sandy Malouf, Kelly Douglass, James Erickson and
Cindy Parkin.

A special Thank You to Jen DeFranco and the Girl
Scouts who dropped off delicious cookies that we
served to the families as they waited to receive their
gifts!

Need help with

your Resume?

Looking for a
new job?

|

d Community Career Services at
Harper College offers a variety of
career counseling services at an
affordable price to community

members. A Spring/Summer

E!2010 brochure and information

CQ%n be found online at

www.harpercollege.edu (click

“student services”, then click

“Career Center”, then click

A ervices for Community”).

14

g

I~ On Saturday, February 6, 2010,
and again on two Tuesday eve-
nings, June 15 and June 22, 2010,

class will be offered in the Career
Center at Harper College. Led by
INg experienced career counselor,
this workshop gives participants
an opportunity to identify and
evaluate their skills, interests,
work values, strengths, weakness,
and personality through a series of
assessments. Call 88256300
Y or go to www.harpercollege.edu
1to register for this Continuing
Education Course. The course
number is LTC 100@01.

S.

If you or someone you know have
guestions regarding services at
Community Career Services at
Harper College, or to set up an
appointment with a community
career counselor in this center,
please call 84B256293.

It's never too early to start thinking about VBS!
We will begin planning all aspects of VBS in Feb
ruary— if you are interested in helping out at
VBS this summer, contact Jen DeFranco at
jtdefranco@sbcglobal.net or 8463-8707. We
will be filling roles from crew leaders to station
leaders to supply volunteers in the coming mont
Please prayerfully consider where you can help
with VBS to help make it a huge success!




PADS numbers increase— More helping hands needed
— How can you help in 20107

Despite forecasts that economic recovery ha
begun, the number of men and women seek
shelter at All Saints each Saturday night is
greater than any previous season. In the first
11 weeks of the current season we cared for|
different individuals, an average of 22 each
night we were open. The previous season th
average number of guests during the same [
riod was only 19; as recently as 2005 the ave
age was just nine guests each night at the st
of the season.

More guests means we need more help to care fortsdmalter volun-
teers who work facéo-face with guests on one of three shifts each
night we’re open; cooks and shoppers to help feed our guests; and
ers to help us wash dishes (the “Green Team”) and clean up on Su

morning so the rooms used for PADS can be occupied by Confirmat

and Sunday School classes.

Adults and high school juniors and seniors who would like to be sheg
volunteers need to attend training at the Journeys from PADS to H(
Hope Center . A flyer on the narthex table has training dates and tir
In January training will be offered on Wed., Jan. 6 and Thur., Jan. 2
7 p.m.; on Tues., Jan. 12 and Sat., Jan. 30 thdbwotraining session
starts at 1 p.m. There are four more training dates in

February.

No training is needed to join the “Green Team” or

to help clean up on Sunday morning. Each week we
need two or three volunteers to run the dishwasher
S0 we can be more environmentally responsible and
serve dinner in a more honlike manner. It's an

ideal opportunity for families with confirmation stu-
dents needing service hours, members of the Youth Group or adults
couples who can help for only a few hours. Contact Peggy
Hollingsworth (8473589584) for more information about the Green
Team. Gasper Grasso (8301-1237) coordinates the cleap volun-
teers.

In addition to food donations we need toiletries, especially deodorat
singleuse razors and lip balm, as well as plastic sandwich bags. An
now that cold weather has arrived, there will be more requests for h
and gloves. We're short of men’s sizes. Chemical haadners would
be nice to have, too.

If you have questions about how you can be part of the PADS minig
contact one of the Site Directors, Monika Fiedler (8588757) or
Tom Germuska (84934-1984).

DRIVE FOCUSED in 2010

Provided by Advocate Health Care

Concentrating on driving while you

s drive seems like basic common

ngense. But in a recent study, 80% of
crashes and 10% of all fatal accidents
were related to drive inattention.

7Eating, picking something off the
floor, drowsiness, fiddling with the

F radio, gawking, and polishing nails

€tan be disastrous while you drive.

tl-Using a cell phone is especially dan-

argerous.

If you use a cell phone while driving:
You are four times more likely to
have an accident.

oth- You are more impaired than

someone having a blood alcohol

level of .08 percent, legal intoxi-
cation in lllinois.

You reduce your driving brain-

power by 37%

nday

on

lter

DRHinois laws about
nesell phone usage
1,vehile driving:

, Banned for driv-
ers under 19 and school bus driv-
ers.
Banned in a school zone or a
highway construction zone.
Handheld devices are banned in
Chicago.
Text messaging is banned for
everyone driving anywhere in
lllinois, beginning January 1,
2010.
5 Or
A new year is almost here. Consider
a resolution to use your cell phore
phoning and texting-off the road
only:

If you need to make a call while
you are driving...pull off the road
before you begin.

If a call comes in while you are
driving...pull off the road before
you answer or call back.

nt, "
d,
ats

tryn 2010, take personal responsi-
bility for safe driving!

5




PRAYER VENTURES

1 Name of Jesus

New Year's Day

Pray that this new year be filled with
good things, with the comfort of friends
and family, with strength to help those in
need and the humility to accept help from
others.

2 We pray for Camino de Vida, Albu-
guerque, N.M., and Mission Developer
Guillermo Yela as he leads that new min-
istry toward the start of worship later this
spring. Camino de Vida is an ecumenical
partnership of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and the Presbyterian
Church (USA) reaching out to Spanish
speaking immigrants.

3 2" Sunday of Christmas

Gracious God, you sent Jesus to be the
Light of the world. We are thankful for
the sacrifice made to save us. As we en-
ter into a new year, we pray that you
would guide us so that we stay focused
on that Light and ask that our light shine
brightly before others. In Jesus name we
pray. Amen.

4 We ask God to provide wisdom, pas-

sion and strength to lay developer 8 Please pray that the Holy Spirit might
Tsena Dinssa as he equips members of inspire and strengthen Pastor Mikki Gay
the Dallas Oromo Evangelical Lutheran and the people of Breath of Life Lutheran
Church, Dallas, Texas, for evangelism Church, Blythewood, S.C.. This new

and discipleship.

5 Keep Mary Margaret Powers in

ministry is reaching Latinos, African
Americans, and Europegkmericans.

prayer as she serves at the Helen Keller9 Osoko, Jesu, Osoko¥ “Thank you,

School for the Visually Impaired in

Jesus, thank you!” for Pastor Deborah

Beit Hanina, Jerusalem. Mary is part and Joseph Troester, Missionaries in the

of the ELCA Young Adults in Global
Mission program.

6 Epiphany of Our Lord

Central African Republic. Deborah
teaches Greek and English at the Theo-
logical School in Baboua. Joseph is the
technical advisor for a water manage-

Today as we remember the star that led ment project, sponsored in part by the

the magi to the Christ child, also re-
member ELCA missionaries who sup-
ply ministry-building skills for com-
panion churches and support projects
that address social and economic is-
sues.

7 Give thanks for ELCA missionaries
Pastor Dana Nelson and Tom Ososki
who work in parish ministry in Peru.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Peru is a young church of over 1,100
members and is committed to working
with the most vulnerable in society.

ELCA.

10 P' Sunday after Epiphany

Baptism of Jesus

Transforming God, we remember with
joy the baptism of Christ Jesus. Call
your children of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Bahrain, Qatar, United Arab Emirates,
Oman, Yemen, Iran and Iraq into your
embrace that they may be immersed in
your life-giving Holy Spirit. Amen.

11 Human Trafficking Awareness Day
Pray for God'shelp to live out the call to
love and do justice for other&sk God

January 2010 Events and

Schedule

Worship Schedule
January 3—Now the Feast

8:30 AM /11:00 AM
January 10—ELW 2

8:30 AM/11:00 AM
January 17— Contemporary

8:30 AM/11:00 AM
January 24—ELW 2

8:30 AM/11:00 AM
January 31 (Annual Meeting)

ONE SERVICEat 10:00 AM

Manor Care Worship
January 22 10:30 am

Holden Evening Worship
January 13— 7:00pm

Epiphany Worship
January 6— 7:00 pm

Church De-Decorating
January 9— 7:00pm

PADS
January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Music Schedule
January 7, 14, 21, 28
6:15pm Adult Hand bells
7:30pm Adult Vocal Choir
January 6, 13, 20, 27
4:15 pm Alleluia Choir

Youth Events

Sunday School, Confirmation Classes,
Youth Group Meetings

January 3, 10, 17, 24-9:45AM
January 31—8:45 AM

Confirmation Retreat
January 8 (5:30pm)L0 (noon)
6th Grade Confirmation Movie Night
January 8— 5:00 pm
High School Hangin’ with P.S.
January 13, 20, 2# 3:00 to 5:00 pm

Women'’s Bible Study
January 14, 21, 28- 9:30am

Pastor Seth DMin Group
January 6 & 26— 7:00 PM

Committee/Club Meetings

Jan5 6:30pm Officers Meeting
7:00pm Learning Comm.
7:30pm Support Comm.

Jan 11/25 7:00 Stephen Ministry

Jan 12 7:15pm Church Council
6:30 BS Troop #335 Comm

Jan 20 9:30am Quilting

Jan 26 7:00pm Comm. Night

Jan 28 6:15pm MEF Comm.

7:15pm Memorial Comm.

Men'’s Breakfast

January 16— 8:00 am
Chapter One Book Club
January 18-7pm

Annual Meeting

January 31— 11:00am

ELCA World Hunger Offering
January 3

Blood Drive

January 17— 8AM to 1PM
Boy Scout Troop #335 Eagle Ceremony
January 2— 1:30pm



to open our minds to learn about human
trafficking and open our hearts to serve

19 Thank God for Judy Perry as she
assists in medical work among mothers

our neighbors, especially those who have and infants in the People’s Republic of

been trafficked.

12 Give thanks folPastor Benjamin and
Margit Coltvet who have served the
American Church in Berlin for the past 8
years. In November the Coltvets hosted
368 people at a Thanksgiving dinner held
at the church building.

13 Keep in your prayers toddL CA
missionary Robin Strickler who serves in
Rwanda, working in education develop-
ment. Started by Rwandan refugees, re-
turning from the genocide of 1994, the
Lutheran Church of Rwanda (LRC) has
17,000 members. As a new church body,
the LCR focuses on training leaders and
is building a secondary school and a
women'’s center.

14 We celebrate the ministry of small
ELCA congregations, like Christ Lu-
theran Church, Wise, Va., which sees
itself as a “small, vibrant core of Luther-
ans” focused on outreach and ministry.

15 Martin Luther King Jr.

Give thanks for Dr. Mark and Linda Ny-
gard as they serve within the Evangelical
Synod of the Nile. Mark is the coordina-
tor of graduate studies at the Evangelical
Theological Seminary in Cairo.

16 Praise God for the ministry of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan
and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) and its
witness in a turbulent region. Pray for
Allison Schmitt, communications assis-
tant for Bishop Munib Younan.

17 29 Sunday after Epiphany

Vigilant God, you care for and watch
over all of creation.Help us to be more
aware of human trafficking in the world
and in our communities that we might

China and engages in health worker
training with Evergreen Foundation.
Pray for all medical workers and those
who care for the ill and suffering
throughout Asia.

20 Praise God for missionaries, Kathy
Kamphoefner and Paul Pierce as they
serve the refugee ministry at St. An-
drew’'s Church in Cairo, Egypt. Pray
for the refugee families as they learn a
new culture and build new lives in
Cairo.

21 Offer thanks for God’s People
Serving (GPS) Faith Community in
Machesney Park, Ill. GPS, led by Pas-
tor Rob James, continues to grow as it
reaches out to its neighbors, builds rela-
tionships, and seeks to be “the hands
and feet of Jesus Christ” in their com-
munity.

22 Ask God to continue to walk with
today's churches in Cyprus, Greece and
Turkey, remembering that the Lord,
through a vision to John of Patmos,

Remember in prayer Barbara and Pastor
John LeMond as they serve within the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong
Kong. John teaches world religions at
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Hong
Kong, and coordinates interfaith pro-
grams with the Tao Fang Shan Centre.

27 Lydia, Dorcas and Phoebe, wit-
nesses to the faith

Pray for the ELCA Parish Nurse Asso-
ciation, as they find ways to strengthen
their organization and extend its reach
throughout the nation, thus making a
greater impact on the work of the church.
Pray that the ELCA may welcome the
gifts these professional people bring to
our mutual ministry. Pray that we may all
learn to integrate faith and health in our
respective places of work.

28 Pray for the welbeing of missionary
family members. When missionaries

leave their homes to serve God in other
countries, extended family remains be-
hind. Pray for the health, safety and en-
couragement of these family members.

29 We lift up to God Pastor Mark
Huber, new mission developer of Trans-
formation Place in Marshfield, Mass.,

was revealed among the seven churchesand ask God’s blessing on this ministry

of Asia.

23 Give thanks for the continued min-
istry of Drs. Helmut and Rotraut
Diefenthal, who spend 10 months a
year at Kilimanjaro Christian Medical
Center in Moshi, Tanzania, and for the
companion relationships that exist be-
tween ELCA synods and dioceses of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Tanzania.

24 3" Sunday after Epiphany
Merciful God, we remember with hope
the gift of peace. Grant your peace
upon the countries of Egypt, Syria,

advocate for those whom we are called to Lebanon and Israel that the power of

serve. Be with those who are experienc-
ing trafficking now and embolden us to
seek justice for all of creation. Amen.

18 Confession of Peter

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
begins

Ask God’s help, through the Holy Spirit,
to make us disciples, attentive to the
word of God at all times. That when
prejudices and suspicions arise, God will

your love may be known. Amen.

25 Conversion of Paul

We remember how Paul of Tarsus,
formerly an enemy and persecutor of
the early Christians, was led by God's
grace to become an advocate, spokes-
person and servant of the church. Ask
God to open the heart’s and minds of
all people.

give us the patience necessary for recon-26 Timothy, Tuitus and Silas, mis-

ciliation.

sionaries

that seeks to offer a variety of opportuni-
ties for spiritual growth and faith
centered service to the local community.

30 Praise God for Erin Odgers and ask

God to bless her time and ministry as an
English language teacher for the St. An-
drew’'s Refugee Services in Cairo, Egypt.

31 4" Sunday after Epiphany

Almighty God, grant your wisdom and
love upon the people of Algeria, Libya,
Morocco and Tunisia, that they may live
in peace and harmony. Amen.

This resource may be copied and shared
among members and friends of the con-
gregations of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.Prayer Ventures
produced by ELCA Communication Ser-
vices in cooperation with other units of
the ELCA. Contadhfo@elca.orgor
additional information: Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America Communica-
tion Services. 8765 W. Higgins Road,
Chicago, IL 60631. Telephone 800/638
3522, ext. 2458. V4



