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For all to know Christ  December 2009  

Advent and Christmas Worship 

Special things are happening each and every week (many times per 
week) during the month of December at All Saints.  Be sure to mark 
your calendars so that you will be sure not to miss a thing! 

Christmas Eve  
Services 

 
Wednesday, December 24 

We will have THREE worship ser-
vices: 

3:00 pm: Christmas Eve service fo-
cused on families with young 
children. We will experience the 
Christmas story and sing to-
gether. Special music by some 
of our children will be featured 
beginning at 2:30pm. 

5:00 pm: A service of Holy Com-
munion, Word, and song. Spe-
cial pre-service music will begin 
at 4:30. 

11:00 pm: A service of Holy Com-
munion, Word, candlelight, and 
song. Special pre-service music 
will begin at 10:30. 

Sunday Worship Services 
Sunday, November 29:  
 First Sunday of Advent 
 Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 am 
Sunday, December 6:  
 Worship at 8:30 and 11:00.  
 Our annual Sunday School Pag-

eant will take place during the 
11:00 service. 

Sunday, December 13:  
 Our annual orchestral and choral 

cantata will be presented, along 
with Holy Communion worship, 
at 8:30 and 11:00 at All Saints. 

Sunday, December 20:  
 Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 am 
 9:45 am Post-High School Break
 fast 
Sunday, December 27 
 One Service at 10:00 am 
Sunday, January 3 
 Epiphany Celebration Sunday 
 Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 am 

Special Monday 
Service:   

Blue Christmas 
Monday,  
December 21: Blue 

Christmas  
 service at 7 pm. 

See information on 
Page 2. 

 
Manor Care Worship and 

Caroling 
Friday, December 18 

10:30 am 
 

All are  welcome to come 
and sing! 

4225 Kirchoff Rd, Rolling Meadows 
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Saints Alive! 
A monthly newsletter published by All Saints Lutheran Church 

630 S. Quentin Road, Palatine, Illinois 60067 
 

Telephone: 847-991-2080   Fax: 847-991-2082 
Email: office@allsaintspalatine.org  www.allsaintspalatine.org 

bookkeeper@allsaintspalatine.org 
 

Co-Pastors:    Jennifer Moland-Kovash 
      Seth Moland-Kovash 

    Newsletter —      
     Editor      Jennifer DeFranco 
     Email:      news@allsaintspalatine.org 

Save the 
Date! 

 The Ladies' 
Christmas Din-
ner is Friday, 

December 4. The 
Gathering Space 

will again be transformed into a 
delightful setting for the din-

ner.  Tickets for the dinner are 
$25 per person.  Contact Lori 

Quinn for tickets: 847-991-4513. 

 
Mark your calendars: December 13th is 
Cantata Sunday! The cantata, Canticle of 
Joy by Joseph M. Martin, will be sung 
during both morning services. This beau-
tiful cantata will help us prepare our 
hearts and minds as we “consider well 
and bear in mind what our good God for 
us has done in sending his beloved Son.” 
Bring your family and invite your friends 
to join with us as we prepare again for 
the celebration of the birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Many thanks to all the generous 
donors of coats, scarves, gloves, 
boots and sweatshirts during our 
Coat Collection Drive.  We filled 
our car and took them to More 
Like Christ Church giving all 
items away to neighborhood resi-
dents who were grateful for your 
generosity.  The appreciation 
showed on their faces as they tried 
on the items and found things that 
fit them, knowing that their winter 
would be "warmer".  As always, 
All Saints came through in a big 
way!  On behalf of those who joy-
ously accepted your donations, 
THANK YOU!  

Advent Devotional Available 
In addition to the daily email devotional resource and 
the prayer guide for our congregational members, we 
also have a daily devotional booklet available for those 

who are interested. It is called Book of Faith: Advent Reflections and 
begins with the First Sunday of Advent (November 29) and carried 
right on through to December 26. Each day provides a brief reading, 
some questions to ponder, and space for journaling. If you would like 
one of these books, please pick one up at the Welcome Center in the 
Gathering Space or call the church office to receive it by mail. If you 
are able, a $5 donation to help defray the cost of the books would be 
appreciated. 

THANK  
YOU!  

Blue Christmas Service 
Sometimes the Christmas season, 
with all its emphasis on lights and 
joy and family, can be hard for 
those going through times of dark-
ness, loss and pain. This year, All 
Saints will be hosting a Blue 
Christmas/Longest Night worship 
service that focuses on prayer and 
grieving. December 21-22 is the 
longest night of the year. On this 
night, in the midst of our personal 
darknesses, we look to Jesus 
Christ, the light of the world. We 
will gather on Monday, Decem-
ber 21 at 7:00 pm. We will sing 
God's song, we will pray for heal-
ing, and we will acknowledge that 
grieving is a hard reality in the 
depths of winter and around the 
Christmas tree. 
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Light from the pastors 

The Waters of Baptism 
by Pastor Jenn 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 
 
You’ve maybe noticed that we’ve 
had a bit of a baptism boom 
around here at All Saints. 
Throughout the summer and into 
the fall, we’ve welcome several 
babies through the sacrament of 
baptism, giving thanks for the 
ways that God moves through the 
waters. Not surprisingly, being 
able to preside at a baptism makes 
my heart swell. The power of 
God’s love and grace, 
alive in the waters of 
baptism, can be in-
credibly overwhelm-
ing as we think about 
the love God has for 
the world. 
 
This season of Ad-
vent, while we pre-
pare for the birth of 
Christ, I invite you to 
center your hearts and 
minds on that love. 
So many things pull our attention 
this time of year: special concerts, 
parties, gatherings at the office, 
and shiny, sparkly things at the 
mall. We get wrapped up in a 

 Congregational  
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need to do more – make more, 
bake more, buy more, give more, 
decorate more – and we can eas-
ily forget the reason for these 
preparations, these hurry-scurry 
days. 
 
You don’t need to get all weepy 
at the baptismal font like I do, 
but I do ask you to mark the be-
ginning of this new church year. 
Give thanks for what God has 
done in your life. Make a little 

space (literally or figu-
ratively) in your life 
for a new beginning, a 
new stirring from God. 
As we prepare to wel-
come the Christ-child, 
remember the very old 
love that God has for 
you and for all around 
you. Embrace that 
love, and share it with 
others. Let the waters 
of baptism wash over 
you, anew, full of 
grace for you. 

 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Jenn 

Just a reminder... 
Is your Christmas Angel shopping finished?  
Gifts are due on or before December 6th . 
 

If you have any questions , please contact Cindy, 847-642-1690 or De-
nise, 847-382-5976. 
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Christmas Flowers 
 Poinsettia plants will again adorn the altar for 
Christmas Eve.   
Order forms will be in the Sunday bulletin begin-
ning November 29.  

Lives of the Saints 

 
 

 
Daily Email Devo-
tionals and Conver-
sation 
Each day (Monday 
through Friday), Pas-
tor Jenn and Seth 

write a brief daily email devo-
tional that is sent out via email. 
The scripture texts for these re-
flections are based on the daily 
lectionary, designed to tie in to 
and build upon the readings from 
the Sundays. If you'd like to re-
ceive these and are not currently, 
please send an email to devo-
tions@allsaintspalatine.org. Re-
cently, we also added a conversa-
tional component. You can also 
read the devotionals at http://
aslcdevotions.blogspot.com. Here, 
you can also leave comments ei-
ther for the pastors or for other 
members and reflect back on what 
we've written. Join in the conver-
sation and make the Bible a part 
of your daily life. 
 

Welcome to Sara Cole, our new 
church bookkeeper. Sara can be 
reached at book-
keeper@allsaintspalatine.org or 
by calling the church office. Her 
typical work-day will be Monday. 

Season of Epiphany Online Bible Study 
 
Start your new year off right, with Bible Study.  
 
This group is for all of you want to study and discuss the 
Bible, but can't quite commit to regular attendance at a 
Sunday morning or Thursday morning or Wednesday 
evening group. This study will begin on the day of 

Epiphany (Wednesday, January 6) and will end on Transfiguration Sun-
day (February 14). Obviously, if it's going well, we'll continue with an-
other session, but that is the outline of this session.  
 
We'll be studying 1 Corinthians chapters 12-14 which talk about spiri-
tual gifts and love. Those who sign up for the group at http://
bookoffaith.ning.com/group/allsaintspalatine (yes, you'll have to sign 
up for an account there, but there are some really cool tools) will be 
able to read a brief update or comment each day with a question or two 
to ponder. Those who sign up are committing to check the site at least 
once a day during that time and to respond each day with at least one 
sentence.  
 
If you have any questions, email pastorseth@allsaintspalatine.org 
 

 
 

Christmas Decorating Day 
Saturday, December 5 

4:00 PM 
 

Church Christmas  
Decorating 

Advent Craft 
Pot-Luck Meal 
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Special PADS Offering to take place  

December 6; Shelter Full Nearly Every Week 
— How can You Help? 

“We’re full nearly every night; what will we do when it gets cold?” That question is on the mind of many PADS volun-
teers who have been caring for the homeless men, women and children who have sought shelter at All Saints on Saturday nights 
since early October. 

In the first seven weeks of the season we provided secure shelter and nutritious food for 153 guests, an 
average of 22 each week, compared with 120 in the same period a year ago. Frequently there have been only a 
handful of sleeping pads available at 9 p.m. when the doors close for regular arrivals. During the entire 2008-
2009 season we cared for an average of 19 guests each week. 

More guests mean more of everything that we use in the shel-
ter—more food to serve dinner on Saturday night and breakfast on 
Sunday as well as lunches for guests; more toiletries; and more volun-
teers willing to help operate the shelter. 

We’re fortunate to have help from four other faith communi-
ties that each cook dinner for our guests several times throughout the 
season— Bethel Lutheran Church , Grace Community Church , Holy 
Resurrection Orthodox Church and St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church. 

Making lunches for a couple of dozen guests—two sandwiches each—requires four-five loaves of 
bread and six-eight pounds of lunch meat and a large bag of apples or oranges. Volunteers making breakfast on 
Sunday morning frequently use three-four dozen eggs and two-three pounds of bacon or sausage.  

There are many ways you can help with this ministry. Adults and high school juniors and seniors who 
would like to work face-to-face with guests on one of the three shifts each weekend need to attend training at 
the Journeys from PADS to HOPE Hope Center. A flyer on the narthex table has training dates and times, 
there are three in December and eight early next year. 

No training is needed to help with clean up on Sunday morning (more guests means more pads to scrub 
down and more laundry to pack up). Another opportunity that doesn’t require PADS training is the “Green 
Team.” Each week we need three-four volunteers to run the dishwasher so we can be more environmentally 
responsible and serve dinner in a more home-like manner. It’s ideal for families with confirmation students or 
older pre-teens, or adults or couples who can help for only a  couple of  hours. 

In addition to food donations we need toiletries, especially deodorant, single-use razors and lip balm, as 
well as plastic sandwich bags. And, as the weather gets colder, there will be more requests 
for hats and gloves. We’re short of men’s sizes. 

The special offering for PADS was postponed until Dec. 6, to avoid a conflict with the 
Youth Group bake sale last month. Please use a pew envelope and indicate PADS. The 
money is used to purchase supplies and some food  items that  are  not on the sign-up sheets. 

If you have questions or would like more information about how you can help us care for 
those who come to us in need contact one of the Site Directors, Monika Fiedler , 847-358-
8757, or Tom Germuska , 847-934-1984, or email PADS@AllSaintsPalatine.org. 
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““Counselor’s Comments” (a regular article from our Alexian Interfaith Counseling Services Partnership) 

 
Mental Health at Christmas -  A Survival Guide  

 The Mental Health Foundation is urging people to look after their own mental 
well being this Christmas with ten simple steps.  Please remember that there may 
be some folks in your corner of the world for whom Christmas is one of those days 
they would just as soon remove from their calendar.  Whatever you do, remember 
to be sensitive to those around you and their particular needs, as well as your own.  
“It's all too easy to feel under pressure to perform at Christmas," said Ruth Lesirge, 
director, Mental Health Foundation.  "There is an expectation that everybody will 
feel happy and sociable throughout the Christmas period - despite having our nor-
mal timetable turned upside down, presents to buy, food to prepare and relatives, 

partners and friends to be extra -nice to throughout the holiday.  It may all be too much, so there are things 
that everybody can do to help look after themselves at Christmas.  But it is important to understand  that if 
you do feel stressed, anxious or depressed you haven't failed." 
 The Mental Health Foundation's Christmas survival guide includes:  
1. Plan ahead. Break down a big problem into smaller problems, which you can feel good about achieving, 
e.g. buying one present at a time, or in small groups, cooking some Christmas food in advance and fr eezing 
it.  
2. Plan some time for yourself. Make you have some time to yourself to do things that make you feel goo d.  
It could be having a long bath with the door locked, listening to music, reading a book, or simply c alling a 
friend. 
3. Learn how to relax and practice before Christmas.  Tense and release muscles in your hands, then your 
feet, then your legs and so on.  Try a breathing exercise, breathing in through the nose, holding yo ur breath 
for ten seconds then breathing out through your mouth and relaxing.  If you find yourself panicking over 
Christmas then use one of these techniques. 
4. Dealing with hassles.  Concentrate on the things you can change rather than worrying about the thing s 
you can't. 
5. Watch what you eat.  Eating lots of rich food before you go to bed can ruin your sleep and make you 
tense and irritable.  Try to eat your main meal earlier in the day and don't forget to eat lots of h ealthy fruit 
and vegetables. 
6. Exercise will help you sleep better and will also provide you with a distraction from your worries.  If the 
swimming pool's closed then try running round the park with your dog or the children.  
7. Recognize it doesn't all have to be perfect.  Some of the best times are had when things go wrong an d 
you find yourself having to improvise instead!  
8. Distract yourself from your worries.  If, on Christmas morning, you can't stop worrying about whethe r or 
not the turkey will cook in time, or whether Aunt Ethel's present is the right size - try distracting yourself for 
a few minutes.  Useful distraction techniques include counting back from 100 in sevens, planning what you 
would do if you won the lottery, or just doing the crossword.  
9. Complementary therapies.  If you're having problems relaxing try some lavender oil.  

Remember you're not alone.  The chances are that you will know at least one other person who is goin g 
to find Christmas stressful.  Why not agree to meet or talk on the phone?  Sharing problems often he lps, 
and you'll be assured that what you're feeling is perfectly normal.  

From all of us here at Interfaith Parish Support Services to you and your family, have a blessed and meaningful 
holiday season!  Blessings for the coming year as well!  Please know that we are always here to assist you in your 
growth or healing in any way we can. 

If you or someone you know may benefit from counseling (in English, Spanish, Polish, Korean, 
or Tagalog) or spiritual direction, call  (847) 981 -3514  or email interfaithsupport@alexian.net 
to get more information or request an appointment.  (article from:  www.mentalhealth.org)     2009 
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Senior High Guitar Hero! 
Who thinks they can beat Pastor 
Seth in Guitar Hero for the Wii? 
Really!? You've clearly underesti-
mated him. If you're in High 
School, come to church on 
Wednesday, November 2 after 
school. He'll be in the Library 
playing on the big screen from 
3:30 until 5:30. What? Are you 

Senior High Bible Study 
If you're in Senior High and 
would be interested in an evening 
Bible Study led by Janie Mata, 
talk to Janie or to 
Pastor Seth. We're 
getting it organ-
ized and will be 
starting soon! 

You are invited to join us as we present the Sun-
day School Christmas Pageant on  

December 6th at 11:00 am 
 

The pageant will focus on Advent and will feature 
all youth members in grades  
Pre-school through grade 5.   

Project continues on-track for early 
2010 finish; gift-wrappers will help 

fill our treasury this month 

We’re on-track to complete the rehab of the 
house at 475 Dixon in Elgin by our target 
date of February 2010, reports Build Man-

ager Larry Buettner , of Holy Family. He said replacement of a 12’ x 
12’ deck off the kitchen has been completed as well as the installation 
of new kitchen cabinets and bathroom vanities. Last month volunteers 
also removed and replaced the concrete entry sidewalk and began in-
stallation of replacement windows throughout the house. 

In December the task list includes installing closet and passage 
doors as well as trim for the windows and doors and baseboards. Volun-
teers also are expected to start applying the finish coat of paint to the 
interior rooms. No work is planned for Saturday, Dec. 26, so volunteers 
can enjoy the long Christmas holiday weekend. For information about 
how you can help in this ministry contact Lee Kingdon , 847-934-1171. 

But not all of our volunteers swing hammers and push saws. 
This month hundreds of volunteers will be using brightly colored paper, 
scissors and tape to gift-wrap packages at area bookstores. Lee King-
don , Administrative Director and Resource Coordinator for SOL, said 
the Partnership has committed to fill approximately 100 time slots at 
three area Barnes & Noble Bookstores and, for the 
first time, at the Borders Bookstore in Schaumburg . 
Two volunteers are needed for each of the two- to 
four-hour time slots. 

She said the holiday gift-wrap activity is our 
largest annual fundraiser. Last year “tips” to the gift-
wrappers for the free service raised more than 
$6,000. With the addition of another store and 20 
more time slots this year, she’s hopeful we can do 
better. Volunteers who would like to help should call 
Lee (847-934-1171) to see if there are still open time slots. 

Thanks to everyone who purchased tickets for the special matinee per-
formance of Pump Boys and Dinettes on Nov. 7; after expenses the 
Partnership raised about $4,500, Lee said. 
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Music Schedule 
December 2, 9,16, 23 
 4:15pm Alleluia   
December 3, 10, 17 
 6:15pm Adult Hand bells 
 7:30pm Adult Vocal Choir 
 
 

PADS 
December 5, 12, 19, 26 — 7:00 pm 
PADS Green Team, 7:30pm 

Adult Bible Study 
December 2 — 7:00pm 
December 9 — 7:00pm 
December 16 — 7:00pm  

December 2009 Events and Schedule  
Worship Schedule 
December 6 
 8:30 AM/11:00 AM 
December 13 
 8:30 AM/11:00 AM 
December 20  
 8:30 AM/11:00 AM 
Manor Care Worship and Caroling  
December 18 - 10:30 am 
Blue Christmas Service 
December 21  — 7:00 pm 
 
Christmas Eve Services 
December 24 
 3:00 pm Family Service 
 5:00 pm  
 11:00 pm Candle Light 
 Worship 

Committee/Club Meetings 
Dec 1    6:30pm Officers Meeting 
    7:30pm Support Comm. 
Dec 3   7:15PM MEF Comm. 
Dec 14/28  7:00 Stephen Ministry 
Dec 8   7:15pm Church Council 
    6:30pm Boy Scout Comm. 
Dec 10   7:00pm Memorial Comm. 
Chapter One Bookclub 
December 21 — 7:00pm 
Church Decorating/Potluck Dinner 
December 5 — 4:00 pm 
Women’s Club of Inverness 
December 2 — 12:30 pm 
Later Day Saints Potluck 
and Bunco 
December 10 — 11:30am 
Ladies Christmas Dinner 
December 4 — 6:30 pm 
Post High School Breakfast 
December 20 —9:45 am  
Memorial Service—Leona Landford 
December 12 — 12:00 pm 
Christmas Angels Project  
December 10-12—Heedum Hall 
Christmas Cantata 
December 13 — Both services 
ELCA World Hunger Offering and 
PADS Special Offering Day 
December 6 
Staff Christmas Lunch 
December 17 

Youth Events 
Sunday School, Confirmation Classes, 
Youth Group Meetings 
December 6, 13, 20 — 9:45AM 
 
Sunday School Pageant 
December 6 — 11:00 AM 
Confirmation Dinner/Class 
December 2 — 5:45pm 
 

Cantata Rehearsals  
December 6 — 9:45am Vocal Choir/  
    Orchestra 12:15 pm 
December 10 — 7:00 pm 
December 11 — Cantata Set up 
December 12 — 9:00 am  

Women’s Bible Study 
December 3, 10, 17 — 9:30am 

PRAYER VENTURES 
 
Prayer petitions for Sundays follow the 
World Council of Churches Ecumenical 
Prayer Cycle and can be incorporated 
into the prayers at weekly worship. 
Weekday entries are offered as guides to 
prayer for the global, social, and out-
reach ministries of the church.  Thank 
you for your continued prayers for the 
life and mission of this church. 
   
1   World AIDS Day 
On this World AIDS Day, remember 
those who have died of AIDS. Pray for 
those infected and affected by the virus, 
and for caregivers, family and all who 
minister to them. Lift up Dr. Kris and 
Rebecca Hartwig, who work with AIDS 
patients through the Selian Hospital in 
Arusha, Tanzania. 
 
2  Pray for Pastor Stephen Deal and his 
wife Martha Giron. Stephen assists the 
ELCA in its accompaniment of churches 
throughout Central America. Martha 
teaches local women income producing 
skills through the Costa Rican Lutheran 
Church. 
3   Let us pray for Dan, Kristen and An-

drew at St. Olaf College and for all 
students at ELCA colleges and univer-
sities who are preparing to take part in 
Advent and Christmas concerts and 
services, that their gifts may offer wor-
ship times of memory and hope for the 
campus community, alumni and 
friends. 
 
4   John of Damascus, theologian and 
hymn writer  
Please ask the Holy Spirit to use “The 
Gift of the Magi,” a musical being of-
fered on December 4-6 by Cecil 
County Lutheran Outreach, Colora, 
Md., to gift and bless both the partici-
pants and the listening audience.   
 
5  Give thanks for Regional Represen-
tatives for West Africa, Anne and Wil-
lie Langdji, who foster church to 
church relationships in Cameroon, 
Senegal, and Central African Republic. 
Willie serves as liaison with LWF 
World Service and Lutheran Malaria 
Initiative, and with EELS/SLDS in 
Sénégal.  
 
6   2nd Sunday of Advent 
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra 

God of the nations, we entrust to you the 
children of the world. Give hope where 
hope is lacking, strength where there is 
weakness, and faith where it is sought. 
 
7  Ambrose, Bishop of Milan 
Pray that the ELCA will strengthen its 
efforts to end all forms of human traf-
ficking within the U.S. and abroad and 
will find new ways to care for and pro-
tect those who are the most vulnerable 
through education and advocacy. 
 
8  Let us pray for Pastor Megan Jones as 
she begins a new ELCA/Episcopal cam-
pus ministry in the South Loop of Chi-
cago and for all the students in that area 
who are completing a semester’s work 
and preparing to head home for Christ-
mas—that their work may be blessed and 
their homecomings joyful. 
 
9  Thank God for Bob Kasworm, serving 
the Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Center 
in Moshi, Tanzania.  And for the sur-
geons and other health care volunteers 
donating their time and talents to the 
orthopedic surgical center at Machame 
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Lutheran Hospital , Kilimanjaro Tanza-
nia. 
 
10  Ask that the Holy Spirit guide and 
nurture Trinity Lutheran Church, Pelican 
Rapids, Minn.  With 10 different lan-
guages spoken in this town of 2,400, 
Pastor Laurie Skow-Anderson is anxious 
to find ways to develop long-lasting, 
caring relationships.   
 
11  Pray for all those who are incarcer-
ated and for crime victims, that they may 
find justice and mercy in God and 
through our society.  
 
12  Let us pray for children and teachers 
in the 1,200 ELCA schools and early 
childhood education centers that the mes-
sage of God’s love in Jesus Christ may 
come through strongly for them in this 
season of many distractions and even 
more opportunities. 
 
13  3rd Sunday of Advent 
We pray, O God, for the people of Benin, 
Côte d’Ivoire, and Togo. Give strength to 
congregations as they witness to your 
peace and joy in the midst of great chal-
lenges and changes in their countries. 
 
14  Let us pray for Diaconal Minister 
Margy Schmitt Ajer and those with 
whom she works—students from ELCA 
Region 1 preparing for rostered in minis-
try—that preparation and ministry may 
both nurture their faith and serve the mis-
sion of Christ through this church. 
 
 
15  For Lutheran ethicists who teach at 
Lutheran and other colleges, universities, 
and seminaries as they prepare for their 
annual meeting in early January in San 
Jose, California. 
 
16  Rejoice with and give thanks for 
Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church, Buffalo, 
Minn., as they move into their first facil-
ity.  Started in 2001, the new congrega-
tion led by Pastor Josh Nelson has grown 
to 315 baptized members. 
 
17  Lift up the ministry of Paula Powell, 
who serves with Lutheran Communion in 
South Africa (LUCSA), Located in Jo-
hannesburg, South Africa. LUCSA mem-
bers include churches in Angola, Bot-
swana, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, 
South Africa and Zimbabwe.   
 
18  Pray for those who have recently lost 

their jobs and are now looking for ways 
to provide for their families. May they 
find comfort and peace. 
 
19  Give thanks for the ministry of the 
regional representatives as they accom-
pany ELCA companion churches in 
various regions. Ask God’s wisdom for 
Richard Sarker and Phillip Baker in 
Asia and the Pacific; Lou Marie and 
Philip Knutson in Southern Africa; 
Andrew and Barbara Hinderlie and Bob 
and JMe Lowden in East Africa; Anne 
and Willie Langdji and Viking and 
Marissa Dietrich in West Africa; Mich-
ele and Peter Johnson and Arden and 
Janna Haug in the Middle East and 
Europe; and Kathryn Lawler and David 
Wunsch and Stephen Deal in Latin 
America and the Caribbean.  
 
 
20  4th Sunday of Advent 
Gracious God, look with favor upon the 
churches in Ghana and Nigeria. May 
they find, in the midst of great chal-
lenges of witnessing to your mercy, 
strength and nourishment in your 
Word. 
 
21   Pray for Pastor Philip and Lou-
Marie Knutson and their family, who 
serve with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Southern Africa (ELCSA). 
Philip is a resource person, advisor and 
trainer for ELCSA’s Christian educa-
tion program.  He also serves ELCA 
Global Mission as regional program 
assistant for Southern Africa. 
 
22   Praise God for the ministry of pres-
ence that Young Adults in Global Mis-
sion (YAGM) provide throughout the 
world.  Today, ask God to bless Laurie 
Blank, Anna Johnson, Mary Margaret 
Powers, Bethany Sack, Greta Steeber, 
and Rachel Zarnke, young adults serv-
ing with the new YAGM program in 
Israel/Palestine. 
 
23  As we give thanks for the gift of 
God’s Son, pray for missionary chil-
dren, who live, learn and grow in their 
faith in a variety of settings around the 
world. 
 
 
24  Christmas Eve We ask for God’s 
guidance on our journey to the stable, 
to help us hear the voice of the angles 
as the birth of Jesus is announced. 
 

25  Christmas Day Give thanks today 
for the gift of Jesus and for all those who 
give the gifts of time and talent to their 
neighbors here and throughout the world. 
 
26  Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 
Thank God for Penn-Zion’s Lutheran 
Church, Harrison City, PA, and all who 
offer shelter, food, and comfort to those 
in their communities affected by life’s 
storms.   
 
27  1st Sunday of Christmas 
O God, give peace to all people, guide 
the leaders of all nations so that the earth 
will be filled with your love. 
 
 
28  The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Ask God to bless the Alaska Synod and 
Bishop Michael Keys as they commit 
themselves to making disciples as the 
primary task of the synod and to every 
congregation sponsoring a second faith 
community. 
 
29  John, Apostle and Evangelist 
Give thanks for the 30 ELCA members 
who volunteered for three to 11 months 
through the ELCA Global Mission Vol-
unteer program in 2009.  Thank God for 
the generosity of these teachers, medical 
trainers, financial consultants and pas-
tors.  
 
 
30  Please pray for God's continuing 
guidance for Kaw Prairie Community 
Church and its developer, Pastor Dan 
McKnight, who dedicated their first 
building in September.  Planted and nur-
tured by many ELCA partners, including 
retired laypeople working full-time pro 
bono, this Lutheran congregation seeks 
to change lives with Jesus’ love!   
 
31 As we welcome another new year let 
us give thanks to God for all that we 
have, for our health, our families and our 
friends. Let us serve those who are sick, 
in need and alone. 
 
This resource may be copied and shared among 
members and friends of the congregations of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Prayer 
Ventures is produced by ELCA Communication 
Services in cooperation with other units of the 
ELCA.  Contact info@elca.org for additional infor-
mation: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Communication Services. 8765 W. Higgins Road, 
Chicago, IL 60631.  Telephone 800/638-3522, ext. 
2458. 


