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All Saints PADS Shelter Celebrates 20 Years
of Service to the Community

Next month, October 3, All Saints will
begin its 20" season as an emergency
shelter for homeless persons in our com-
munity. As we do I’m reminded of two
contradictory phrases: “We’ve come a
long way baby”; and, “The more things
change the more they remain the same.”

What began as a modest faith-based out-
reach to shelter the homeless during the
cold-weather months has evolved to be-
come a large multi-disciplined not-for-
profit agency providing year-round ser-
vices to those at risk of becoming home-
less as well as those who truly have no
roof over their heads. Staff at the agency,
Journeys from PADS to HOPE, reports
that there has been a 40 percent increase
in requests for their services in the past
year. Its clients come from six townships
in the area and number more than 1,000.

On the other hand, the emergency shel-
ters that operate in church basements
from DesPlaines to Schaumburg are re-
markably similar to what they were two
decades ago. Seven months of the year
volunteers welcome homeless men and
women as guests “into their home” and
furnish the guests primary needs for nu-
tritious food and secure shelter.

A substantial difference is the number of

guests. Pastor Gary Heedum, All
Saints’ first pastor, in a 1990 article for
Saints Alive! wrote about his conversa-
tions with some of the nine guests in
the shelter the night he was a volunteer.
It’s been a long time since we had as
few as nine guests—the average last
season was 19. We cared for 99 indi-
vidual men, women and a few children
during the 30 nights we were open in
2008-2009.

Two things that haven’t changed in 20
years are the need for compassionate
volunteers as well as basic clothing and
toiletries for our guests. Adult volun-
teers are needed to work face-to-face
with our guests in the shelter on one of
three shifts each Saturday we’re
open—6 p.m.-11 p.m., 11 p.m.-3 am,,
and 3 a.m.-7 a.m. (High school juniors
and seniors can work on the first shift
until 10 p.m., with Journeys’ training
and parental permission.) Other volun-
teers are needed to help with clean-up
on Sunday morning from 6:30 a.m.-
7:30 a.m. and to cook or purchase food.

New shift volunteers must attend train-
ing conducted by Journeys from PADS
to HOPE at the Hope Center , 1140 E.

Northwest Highway in Palatine . A list

of the specific dates when training will
be offered is on the Journeys’ web site
www.padstohope.org. In September
training will be held on Wed., Sept. 9;
Tues., Sept. 15; Sat., Sept. 19; and
Thurs., Sept 24. Training on week days
begins at 7 p.m.; on Saturday it starts at 1
p.m. For additional information contact
either of the Site Directors— Tom Ger-
muska , 847-934-1984, or Monika Fied-
ler, 847-358-8757.

We’ll re-stock our
closet with clothing
and toiletries on

“Socks Sunday,”
September 27. In
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- addition to socks
we especially need donations of men’s
and women’s underwear in all sizes;
thermal underwear; duffle bags and
adult back packs; as well as disposable
razors and travel-size shaving cream,
deodorant and facial tissue. (We’ve run
out of room for soap, shampoo and con-
ditioner.) Donations of either sandwich
or gallon-sized plastic bags are welcome
also as are all varieties of unrefrigerated
salad dressing. If you’d prefer to make a
cash donation or write a check, please
use a pew envelope.

Thanks for your support of the Apple Tree Campaign!

Bushels of school supplies and backpacks in which to carry them were collected in July and August
as part of our annual “Apple Tree” campaign.

Donations were divided between the Palatine Township “Apple Tree Campaign” and Holy Family
School, on Chicago’s west side.

Thanks for your generous support of this program, your help will assure that students will start school with all the sup-

plies they need.




Wanted: Confirmation

Mentors
For students
preparing for
Confirmation,
All Saints pro-
vides Confir-
mation men-
tors. These are
caring adults
who are not
their parents or
pastors who walk with them
through their 8" grade year, dis-
cussing faith and church and how
it impacts each other's lives. We
provide some training and a dis-
cussion guide that helps provide
you with topics for the conversa-
tion. We ask you to commit to
meeting with a student for at least
one hour per month during the
upcoming school year and to pray
for them as well. If you'd be inter-
ested in learning more, contact
Pastor Seth. Because we like to
pair girls with women and boys
with men and our class this year is
very girl-heavy, we are especially
seeking women for this opportu-
nity.

Tnanks e to Goal

Did you know that Vicky
Schnackel and Bev Laseke have
been serving the people of All
Saints as church secretary for 10
years now? Through pastoral
transitions and building projects
and many other comings and go-
ings, Bev and Vicky have kept
our operations running smoothly
and efficiently. Join with Pastors
Seth and Jenn in giving thanks to
God for Bev and Vicky and the
ministry they share with us.

Midweek Adult Bible Study
Once again this year, Kay Weir
has agreed to lead a Bible Study
group for those
who are inter-
ested in delving a
bit deeper into
Scripture study.
Kay will be lead-
ing a study on the
book of Galatians using a re-
source called "Living By Grace."
The group will meet on Wednes-
day evenings at 7 pm beginning
on September 9. You'll have a
bit of homework to do each
week and an opportunity to com-
mit to regular study and prayer
with fellow members. The cost
of the book is $10. Please call or
email the church office to re-
serve your book and your spot in
the class.
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Senior High Guitar Hero!

Who thinks they can beat Pastor
Seth in Guitar Hero for the Wii?
Really!? You've clearly underesti-
mated him. If you're in High
School, come to church on
Wednesday,
September 9
right after
school. He'll
be in the Li-
brary playing
on the big
screen until
5:30. What?
Are you
scared?

Pet Blessing

Join us in giving thanks to God for
the pets that fill our homes and
our lives with love and joy. Bring
your dogs and your cats, your
huddled hamsters yearning to
breathe free!
Meet in the

\  church parking
w0k, lot on Satur-
day, Septem-
ber 26 at 9 am
for a serving of
prayer and
thanksgiving!
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Men's Breakfast

Get back into the swing of things
this fall with Men's Breakfast. If
you like breakfast, if you like con-
versation, if you like learning
about a variety of things, if you're
a man (and even that's negotiable),
join us for Men's Breakfast. Our
first meeting of the year will be on
Saturday, September 19 from 8
until 9:30. The cost of breakfast is
$2 and the cost for the fellowship
and learning is NOTHING! The
topic for September's meeting will
be a recap of the National Youth
Gathering in New Orleans. See
you there.



September is upon us and so is Rally
Day (September 13). Some churches
have gone away from holding a Rally
Day or at least from calling it "Rally
Day." The reasoning is wise: we don't
want to say we're rally-ing back from
something, as if it's OK or expected
that people would take the summer
off from church and faith-related ac-
tivities.

Now let me be clear: | would not give
you permission to take the summer
off from church. (As if you need my
permission). But it's also worth rec-
ognizing that life takes
different rhythms. In our
families, in our schools, in
our workplaces, and in our
church, life takes different
rhythms. The life of faith
continues in a variety of
ways. Instead of Vacation
Bible School and National
Youth Gathering, it's time
for Sunday School, Youth Group,

and Adult Forum. Instead of Saturday
evening "just off the golf course”
worship, it's time for Sunday morning
"pre-football™ worship. All the while
the life of faith continues for the peo-
ple called All Saints. It happens in

the church building on Quentin and

in your homes and schools and work-
places.

As | write this, | am listening to the
live webfeed of the ELCA's Church-
wide Assembly (slightly more excit-
ing than the live webfeed of watching
paint dry). There are amazing things
happening in your church. Because of
a deadline which I'm already past, |
can't hold off on writing this to see
how many of the votes will happen.
But of one thing I'm sure... no matter
how the votes go, the life of faith will
be lived out in you.

I hope and pray and assume that the

Light from the pastors

Celebrate YOUR Rally Day

voting members will approve a Full
Communion Agreement with the
United Methodist Church. And
that's great. But what really matters
is that you share your faith together
with your Methodist neighbors.
And that we work together with
First United Methodist Church of
Palatine on the CROPWalk and that
we worship together. That's where
God's work is really done, all due
respect to the people gathered in the
Minneapolis Convention Center
voting today.

I hope and pray and
assume that the vot-
ing members will
approve this new
comprehensive strat-
egy for the ELCA to
address the global
and domestic HIV/
AIDS crisis. But
what really matters is
that our Sunday School children
give their offering to support the
work of our missionary, Dr. Mamy
Ranaivoson who works with people
infected in Tanzania. What really
matters is that the doctors and
nurses who are part of our commu-
nity of faith continue to work faith-
fully to provide the best and most
compassionate care they can. That's
where God's work is really done.

So this September, hold your own
personal Rally Day. Or Rally
Month. Think about the places
where you can be more faithful. Do
you need to grow in prayer, in wor-
ship, in learning, in serving, in giv-
ing, and/or in inviting? Let us pray
that God continue to give us the
gifts and the passion to grow as dis-
ciples.

In Christ,
Pastor Seth
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Feed the Hungry By Supporting Foods
Resource Bank

This year All Saints is continuing its support for the Foods Resource
Bank by participating in the Somonauk IL growing project.

What is the Foods Resource Bank?

The Foods Resource Bank is a non-profit organization working to mo-
bilize and increase the resources needed to support small, agricultural
food programs in some of the world’s poorest villages. FRB focuses
on helping others become able to feed themselves. FRB accomplishes
this by encouraging communities in the US to participate in “growing
projects.” In a “growing project,” volunteers in the US raise a crop,
sell it and share the proceeds from the crop with an FRB selected com-
munity in the developing world. These communities then use the
money raised to become self-sufficient and food-secure. FRB’s goal is
to engage the agricultural community in the US , along with individu-
als and churches (rural, urban and suburban) on a grass roots level to
grow solutions for hunger problems in our world. You may also enjoy
visiting the FRB website: www.foodsresourcebank.org.

This year All Saints is working to raise funds
to support a crop being grown in Somonauk
IL . Part of our fundraising efforts will in-
clude a farmer’s market held in our fellowship
hall later this summer/early this fall. Please
stay tuned for dates and details. In addition,
we will also join with other congregations that
are a part of our growing project by attending and supporting our
growing project’s Harvest Festival. This year’s Harvest Festival will
be held on October 17 at a farm west of Somonauk. Please mark your
calendars and plan to attend the Harvest Festival. It is a great opportu-
nity to celebrate our abundance and share it with others. There will be
many fun farm-related activities. Last year’s celebration included trac-
tor rides, sheep sheering demonstrations, and a pie auction. Hope to
see you there!

Dates for our farmer’s markets will be forthcoming in the weekly bul-
letin announcements.

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is hosting a golf
outing in support of Thrivent Builds with Habitat
A for Humanity. The outing is at Mount Prospect Golf
~ Course on September 17™. Watch the bulletin or
4 talk with Pastor Seth for more details.
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'MUSIC NOTES

Thank you to all the musicians who
provided special music throughout
the summer. Now that most of your
voices and ringing arms are rested,
it’s time to start thinking about com-
ing back together to make a joyful
noise here at All Saints. Rehearsals
begin September 9" and 10™. Offer
your musical talents to enhance the
worship life at All Saints. Sing and
make music to the Lord!

The rehearsal schedule starting
Wednesday, September 9" and
Thursday, September 10

Alleluia Choir: PreK to 2" Grade
Wednesdays  4:15-5:00

Ring & Sing Choir Grades 3 to 8
Wednesdays  5:00 — 6:00

Adult Bells: High school and adults
Thursdays 6:15-7:30

Adult Choir: High school and adults

Thursdays 7:30 — 9:00

Please sign up on the Music Office
door to indicate your participation in
these ensembles. If you have any
questions, please contact Director of
Music Ministries, Doug Williams, via
email at music@allsaintspalatine.org
or by calling 847-991-2080 ext. 25.
Watch next month for information
about the Cantata Choir and Orches-
tra. Join with many other voices and
instruments as we prepare to sing
“Canticle of Joy” by Joseph Martin,
on Sunday, De-
cember 13"




Columbarium Update

At the annual meeting last January we introduced the concept of a
columbarium at All Saints. Work has progressed in identifying what
steps will be required should we decide to move the program forward to
the “next step.”

If you were not at the annual meeting and are not familiar with the con-
cept, a columbarium is a structure that reposes cremation urns within
“niches.” What this means is that we are considering an expansion of
our ministry that begins with the rite of baptism and carries through to
the centuries old rite of Christian burial. While cremation is a liturgi-
cally sound practice in the Lutheran Church, we are exploring the estab-
lishment of a place to hold the cremated remains of All Saints loved
ones. Christian burial has, to a large part, given way to burial at secular
cemeteries.

A columbarium allows a church to meet its obligations to serve mem-
bers from cradle to grave with additional benefits that include:
A Economically, the use of a columbarium can be signifi-
cantly more economical over traditional earth burial
A Environmentally, the impact land usage is minimized
without the issues of environmental contamination of the
land.

I addition to addressing these issues some churches have found that a
columbarium strengthens the ties between church and family. Family
members are more likely to maintain their connection to the church as
visitations are made easier. The convenience of visitations before or
after services is regularly enjoyed by family members.

Should the Church Council decide to move ahead with this ministry
there are many issues that will need to be addressed. A sample of these
issues includes: Would the columbarium be available to individuals out-
side of the ASLC family? Would the columbarium also include a scat-
tering garden? What happens to the columbarium should the church
move? What would the cost be for a niche reservation? Rules for the
use / operation of the columbarium as well as a design of the space
would also need to be developed.

Should it be decided to move forward it is intended that this ministry be
self supporting. The columbarium would be supported by the individu-
als who choose to use this ministry. As with any of our ministries, do-
nations and contributions toward its
establishment and use would be
welcome.

“ = If you would like more information
= about the opportunities and chal-
lenges for this ministry please
speak with either of the pastors,
Steve Fedota, Sandy Herweg or Joe
Quinn.

Faith Sharing Witness

by Troy DeFranco, as presented
at the Mutual Ministry Committee
Meeting in August

A few weeks ago | got to have my
first VBS experience since | was a
kid. I was fortunate enough to join
VBS each night for the ending and
see the energy and excitement that
comes from such a week. Each night
the children were asked to share God
Sightings and then a small flickering
light was lit and placed on the sets.
This was quite a moving experience
for an adult like my-
self, to realize that
children can see God
all around them every
day and I, like so
many other adults,
often take these sim-
ple God sightings for
granted.

Over the last few
weeks | have tried to consciously
take note of the God Sightings in my
every day life and | found more than

I could have ever hoped to find. |
found them in my children’s laughter,
| found them in my wife’s desire to
always help others, | found them in
my workplace with the thrill of ac-
complishment, | found them in a
thunderstorm and | even found them
in birds outside my window. | finally
realized that I can find them almost
anywhere | tried...but unlike the chil-
dren at VBS, | had to consciously
remind myself each morning that |
was going to look for them again
each day.

The children at VBS reminded me to
watch for God in everything | do by
their God Sightings in the smallest
things. So, because of the VBS les-
son taught to me, through the eyes of
children, and all that God does for us,
every day, | want us all to “Let us
thank God for his priceless gift!” 2
Corinthians 9:15



7 Habitat for Humanity’

Habitat Partnership returns to work
rehabbing a house in Elgin

Spring of Life volunteers will begin “rebuilding” the American Dream this
month in Elgin . The partnership’s seventh project is a rehab of the split-level
house at 759 Dixon , just a few blocks east of the build we completed earlier
this year.

Build Manager Larry Buettner , Holy Family, said the rehab was being done
in cooperation with the property’s owner, Habitat for Humanity of Northern
Fox Valley, which will underwrite a substantial portion of the costs. “We’re
still in the process of selecting a homeowner-partner,” he said, “but it seemed
appropriate to get started now so they can move in sooner.” If all goes well,
the house should be ready for occupancy in the spring of 2010.

This is the partnership’s first rehab project, but probably not the last. Com-
pared with the costs of building from the ground up, refurbishing an existing
structure is a more cost-effective way of creating affordable housing in our
area. Although this property is owned by the Affiliate, they have been given
others and expect that more will be available in the future.

The house at 759 Dixon is a four-bedroom, two-bath split level built by Habi-
tat about 15 years ago. Larry said work on the new project would begin in
mid-September. As on previous builds work will begin at 8 a.m. and lunch
will be provided. For more information and the dates All Saints is scheduled
to work, contact Lee Kingdon, 847-934-1171, or Tom Germuska , 934-1984.
During September we’ll take advantage of the temperate weather and work on
exterior projects including replacement of the windows and painting the sid-

ing.

Spring of Life will begin this project with funds not needed to complete 959
Lavoie St. , but we’ll need to raise an additional $15,000-$20,000 as our share
of the expenses. Look for an announcement soon about a theater-related fund-
raiser being planned for October. In addition, in December we will repeat the
very successful fundraiser gift-wrapping purchases at Barnes & Noble Book-
stores before the holidays.

During the summer the partnership’s Steering Committee adapted a new or-
ganizational structure that spreads the workload among more volunteers. In
the process several non-construction volunteer opportunities have been cre-
ated. The principle change is the separation of supervision of construction ac-
tivity and administrative and support activities.

Larry Buettner has agreed to be the Build Manager; he expects to have depu-
ties to help supervise the build as well as coordinators for acquiring materials
and supplies and managing the various permits required for each house. Lee
Kingdon volunteered to become the Partnership’s Administration Manager.
That group will include a Partnership Development committee; Volunteer Co-
ordinators for construction crews and lunches as well as fundraising; commu-
nications; and the family nurturer. For more information about how you can
help with any of these activities, contact Lee Kingdon, 847-934-1171, or Tom
Germuska , 934-1984.

RELAY
FOR LIFE
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This summer's Relay for Life
Team, consisting of captains
Karen Goodlow, Kevin Casey and
Kellie Kinsella along with 25
fundraising high school students
did a great job raising money for
the American Cancer Society this
past summer! A Silent Auction
was held at the Women's Tea ear-
lier in the summer thanks to dona-
tions from the community. The
students also did a lot of personal
fundraising and we had many spe-
cial offerings given at

church! After staying up all night
in the rainy, muddy fields of
Fremd High School and with
some generous matching funds
from Thrivent Financial for Lu-
therans, the team was able to meet
and exceed our $1,500 goal at
$1,864! Thank you to all who
contributed to our fundraising ef-
forts as well as to the actual night
of the event. See you next year!

Fall

=~ Worship
> Schedule

"~ Remember
that we
change our
worship schedule after Labor Day
in September. Beginning with
Sunday, September 13, we will
have worship at 8:30 and 11 with
Education Hour at 9:45. That's
Rally Day as well! That means
that our last Saturday evening
worship service will be on Satur-
day, September 5.




RALLY DAY is

SEPTEMBER 13!

Mark your Calendar! Rally
Day will be Sunday, Septem-
ber 13! Volunteers are
needed for Sunday School
Teachers— Grades Pre-
school- 5th grade. Contact
Kim and Doug Kuhlman for
more information.

Confirmation Orientation
Parents and students who are in
6™, 7™ and 8" grades are invited
to a Confirmation orientation ses-
sion. You'll learn about the Con-
firmation program, you'll meet the
key players, you'll get a calendar
of events and requirements.
Wednesday, September 9 from
5:30-7 in the Gathering Space.
NOTE: Dinner will not be served
at this event.

Youth Group meetings resume Sept. 13, new mem-
bers invited

Sunday morning Youth Group meetings, between worship services at 9:45 am, resume
Sept. 13, and Youth Minister Kevin Kinsella urged members to invite their friends to
join the group. “Youth Group is open to anyone in high school who wants to build
their faith in a fun and friendly environment,” Kevin said.

All adult members -- even those without high school youth -- should invite their
neighbors and friends with high school youth to come and give it a try. "The best time
to sample Youth Group is right away in the Fall.... we're hoping many new people will
be by congregational members. Knowing God will change someone's life forever."

"Do you know a high school student that needs a church home?” he asked. “Have
them come and check out All Saints Youth Group.” Students who have grown up in
the congregation are “automatically” included in the group, he added. If you have any
questions, call the Youth Ministers, Kevin or Linda Kinsella, 847-359-8380.

Kevin said the three most important dates on the Youth Group calendar are Sept. 13,
20 and 27. “Getting back in the habit of meeting together on Sunday morning is im-
portant, but it’s also when we’ll make plans for our weekend retreat, Oct. 11-12, at
Lutherdale Bible Camp in Elkhorn, Wis.”

Little Saints Pre-School Celebrates Fifth Anniversary

at All Saints!

Amazing and wonderful — Little Saints Christian Preschool is celebrating its fifth year an-
niversary this 2009/2010 school year. Our dedicated teachers are looking forward to an ex-
citing new year with our preschoolers ages 2 to 5. This month we will welcome 13 new
kids and their families, along with the many familiar faces that are returning. Our little stu-
dents already enjoyed a “meet your teacher” gathering at the playground.

Talking about the playground - thanks to a generous donation of mulch and the hard work of volunteers, the
playground was ready in time for this event.

Parents with preschool age kids and All Saints members are always welcome to
visit and join us in our daily activities of learning and fun. See first hand the
professional and loving family atmosphere our teachers provide.

If you are interested in enrolling your child, we still have openings. Please call
our Little Saints Preschool Director Michelle Gutmann at 847-991-2334 for

more information.




PRAYER VENTURES

September 2009

Prayer petitions for Sundays follow the
World Council of Churches Ecumenical
Prayer Cycle and can be incorporated
into the prayers at weekly worship.
Weekday entries are offered as guides to
prayer for the global, social, and out-
reach ministries of the church. Thank
you for your continued prayers for the
life and mission of this church.

1 In this National Disaster Preparedness
Month pray for those communities af-
fected by disaster each year, especially
those that are not well-prepared for the
impact of disaster. Also, pray that con-
gregations and members will take pre-
ventative steps to save lives in case of
disaster.

2 Pray for Darrel Colson as he begins
his first academic year as president of
Wartburg College, Waverly, lowa, and
for all the students, faculty and adminis-
trators of the colleges of the ELCA at the
beginning of another year of connecting

faith, life, and learning.

3 Give thank for the Rev. Judy Ann
McGuire, who divides her time be-
tween the Christian Education Depart-
ment of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Guyana, and St. Matthew's
Parish, where she serves five congrega-
tions. Pray also for the companion
synod relationship between this church
and the ELCA Florida-Bahamas Synod,
that they may continue to deepen their
ministries together.

4 Ask that the members of Trinity
Lutheran Church, Battle Creek, Mich.,
and their pastor, Colleen Nelson, will
continue to celebrate God's many gifts
as they minister in their community.

5 Pray for Kirsten and the Rev.
Stephen Kienberger, parish pastor of
the American Lutheran Church in Oslo,
Norway. This international congrega-
tion seeks to bring together people of
different nations and denominations as
followers of Christ.

6 14th Sunday After Pentecost
Gracious God, look with favor upon the

people of Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Croatia, Macedonia, Slovenia, and Serbia
and Montenegro, that they may find hope
and peace in the midst of great change,.

7 Thank God for the energy and enthu-
siasm of the Rev. Kevin Jacobson as he
serves the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Suriname. Pray for Kevin as he con-
tinues to study the Dutch language and
develop lay leadership training for the
church.

8 Ask God to bless Joe, who, through a
program at a Lutheran social ministry
organization in association with the Na-
tional Fatherhood Initiative, is keeping in
contact with his children, which will ease
the transition back into his family after
his release from prison.

9 Pray for the ministry of Nathan and
Sharonette Bowman as they serve with
the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church
(JELC). They share God's love and
grace in Kumamoto, where they work
with JELC social services for the elderly
and children. They also serve a local
congregation.

September 2009 Events and Schedule

Worship Schedule

Saturday, September 5
5:00 PM

Sunday, September 6
9:00 AM

Sunday, September 13
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM

Sunday, September 20
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM

Sunday, September 27
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM

Manor Care Worship
September 25 - 10:30 am

Holden Evening Worship
September 9 — 7:00 pm

Music Schedule

Wednesday, September 9, 16, 23, 30
4:15—5:00 pm Alleluia Choir
5:00—6:00 pm Ring and Sing Choir
Thursday, September 10, 17, 24
6:15—7:30pm Adult/HS Hand bells
7:30—9:00pm Adult/HS Vocal Choir

Youth Events 8%

Sunday School, Confirmation

Classes, Youth Group Meetings
September 13, 20, 27 ,
9:45AM — 10:45AM

Confirmation Orientation
September 9—5:30pm

Little Saints Pre School

September 1 — Meeting: Sanctuary,
9:00 AM

September 2 — Meeting: Sanctuary,
9:00 AM

Committee/Club Meetings

Sept 1 6:30pm Officers Meeting
7:30pm Support Comm.
Sept 14/28  7:00 Stephen Ministry
Sept 8 7:15pm Church Council
7:00pm Boy Scout #335
Sept 10 7:00pm Memorial Comm.
Sept 22 7:00pm Annuanl Commit-

tees Planning Meeting

Chapter One Book Club
September 21 —7pm
ELCA World Hunger
Offering

September 6

Quilting

September 16

Women’s Bible Study
September 17 & 24 — 9:30am
Rally Day

September 13




10 Pray for Sally Peters, who staffs
the Center for Lifelong Learning, Lu-
ther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. Sally
organized the August Book of Faith
Jubilee. Also keep in prayer all who
provide continuing education for
ELCA members as part of the Book
of Faith Initiative.

11 Thank God for the neighborhood
connections being made by Humble
Walk Lutheran Chapel in St. Paul, Minn.,
and developer Jodi Houge. Ask for
God’s direction and guidance as they
discern what God is calling them to be
and do in their community.

12 Pray for Specialist Benjamin Pesis,
serving with the Nevada National Guard
in Qalat, Afganistan, as he leads worship
for his military unit at the request of his
commanding officer.

13 15th Sunday After Pentecost
We pray, gracious God, that the
churches of Bulgaria, Hungary, and
Romania may be your instruments of
reconciliation, both locally and inter-
nationally.

14 Holy Cross Day

Give thanks to God for the 51 ELCA
congregations who minister in the
name of the Holy Cross, which is so
central to our faith. Pray for the pas-
tors and other staff, and for the thou-
sands of members who lift high the
Cross in their communities.

15 We rejoice with the congregations
of the Northwest Washington Synod
who, while celebrating their gifts,
quickly realized that each congregation,
regardless of size, location or resources,
had a unique gift that “adds real zest to
"God’s Party."

16 Thank God for the service of the
Rev. Kim Erno, who directs the ELCA
Immersion Program at the Lutheran Cen-
ter in Mexico City. Pray for him and
those who come for the immersion ex-
periences offered through the center.

17 Praise God for the work of the Rev.
David and Mary Kuck in Jamaica. David
tutors Lutherans at the United Theologi-
cal College of the West Indies, and Mary
teaches English at an international
school.

18 We thank God for the Mission Part-

ners of the Virginia Synod -- individual
congregations as well as Lutheran Men
in Mission -- who helped start and con-
tinue to support four mission congrega-
tions and two ethnic strategies.

19 Praise God for the gifts of Janet
Alcantara, who is concluding two years
of service with the Christian Lutheran
Church in Honduras (CLCH). Give
thanks for the CLCH's renewed health
and vigor following a successful three-
year redefinition process.

20 16th Sunday After Pentecost
We give you thanks, God of the
ages, for the long history of the
church in Moldova, Russia, Ukraine
and Belarus. Grant wisdom,
strength and grace to the continued
witness of these churches and con-
tinue to guide the companion rela-
tionships among the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Russia and
Other States and the ELCA Central
States and Northwest Washington
Synods.

21 Matthew, Apostle and Evangel-
ist

Please pray for the continued expansion
of Alleluia Lutheran Church in Phoe-
nix, which has become a magnet for the
area's emergent generation, especially
young English-speaking Latinos. Jose
Valenzuela is the pastor.

22 Give thanks for the continued min-
istry of Drs. Helmut and Rotraut
Diefenthal, who spend 10 months a
year at Kilimanjaro Christian Medical
Center in Moshi, Tanzania, and for the
companion relationships that exist be-
tween ELCA synods and dioceses of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Tanzania.

23 Give thanks for David Hardy, who
is retired but continues to serve this
church as a director for ELCA Risk
Management (ELCARM). ELCARM
provides insurance services for higher
education institutions of the ELCA, the
United Methodist Church, the Presbyte-
rian Church (U.S.A.) and the American
Baptist Churches.

24 Remember in prayer the Life To-
gether project of Lutheran Outdoor
Ministries of Florida. Pray that as
these grandparents and grandchildren
come together for this intergenerational

program, their relationships will be
strengthened and their faith enriched.

25 Ask God to bless the ministry of
Peace Lutheran Church in Alexandria,
Va., as it reaches out to its multicultural,
international community. Led by pastors
Kathy Hlatshwayo and Nana Kwame
Opoku, it has four worship services each
Sunday -- informal, traditional, in the
Ambharic language, in English.

26 Pray for Kristen and the Rev. Brian
Konkol as they coordinate the Young
Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) pro-
gram in South Africa and facilitate the
well-being, support, and guidance of
YAGM volunteers.

27 17th Sunday After Pentecost
God of all kindness, we pray that you
may gather the people of Armenia,
Azerbaijan, and Georgia into your
protective arms, especially as they
face numerous challenges in their
lives.

28 Pray for Finlandia University, an
ELCA institution in Hancock, Mich., as
it embarks on a partnership with the Han-
cock school system, gaining property for
its health science curriculum and athletic
programs in exchange for tuition grants
to all Hancock Central High School
graduates who meet its admissions stan-
dards.

29 Michael and All Angels

On the Feast of Michael and all An-
gels, give thanks for the many ways
God's loving care watches over all
the ministries of the ELCA, both di-
rectly and indirectly, and through
which we are reminded that the rich-
ness and variety of God's creation far
exceeds our knowledge of it.

30 Please pray for the guidance of the
Holy Spirit as developers are sought for
40+ potential new ministries of the
ELCA.
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